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30ra Concress, 2p Session. 


UB 


D AND P 


words which the Senate had inserted, and that it 
was in order. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


VI 
| 


Mr. WALKER and Mr. DOUGLAS then con- | 


tended that the amendment of the Senator from | 


North Carolina to the amendment of the Senator 
from Mississippi was out of order. 
' The CHAIR decided that it was out of order. 
Mr. DAYTON moved to strike out the word 
“Monday,” and insert the word ‘ Saturday.” 


Mr. HALE moved to lay the whole subject on | 
the table, and asked for the yeas and nays; which | 


were not ordered. ' . 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative: Ayes 26, noes 21]. 
So the order was laid on the table. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
postponed the prior orders, and proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the United 
States for the year ending 30th June, 1850. 

The bill being under consideration as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 

Mr. BELL offered the following amendment, as 
an addition to the item providing compensation for 


the officers and clerks of both Houses of Con- | 


gress: 


For additional compensation to the messenger in the | the messenger of the Clerk of the House? But 
Clerk’s office of the House of Representatives, under the act |+ y 


approved September 11, 1841, including arrearages from the | 


Ist of July, 1847, 8547 50. 


In offering this amendment, Mr. B. said, I will 


explain to the Senate that this additional compen- 
sation is made under the act of 1841, which pro- 
vides that the messenger of the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives shall receive the same compen- 
sation that any other permanent messenger of 
either House of Congress receives. At that time 
the compensation was $1,095 per annum, but by a 
resolution of the House passed in 1842, or some 
subsequent date, it was resolved that no messen- 
ger employed by the House of Representatives, 


whetheremployed by the Clerk, Doorkeeper, Ser- | 


geant-at-arms, Postmaster, or any other officer, 
shall receive compensation ata higher rate than 
$250 per diem. The compensation at the time 
the act of 1841, to which I have alluded, was 
passed, was at the rate of $3 per diem. Now, 
there are two very worthy persons who have been 
employed as messengers in the office of the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives since July, 1847, 
who have received only $2 50 per diem, the esti- 
mates having been based upon the resolution of 
the House passed in 1842, and not in conformity 
with the act of Congress which settled the compen- 
sation of the messengers employed in the office of 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives at the 
same rate as that of the messenger employed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Senate. 

The estimates, since the time of the assage of 
the resolution by the Efouse, seem to have been 
based upon the assumption that the resolution of 
the House repealed: the act of Congress. Now, 
sir, presume that gentlemen will readily perceive, 
byflooking at that resolution, that 1t was intended 
to regulate the pay ofa great number of messen- 
gers employed by the House, and not the regular 
messenger employed in the Clerk’s office, whose 
salary was fixed by the act of 1841. That mes- 
senger is, by law, made as permanent: an officer, 
though in an inferior situation, as the Clerk of the 
House or the Secretary of the Senate. There is 
matter enough for the resolution of the House of 
Representatives passed in 1842 to act upon, with- 
out being supposed to be intended to repeal the act 
of Congress. 

I will show, if it be desired, that up to a late 
day the estimates and appropriations have been 
made in accordance with the act of 1841, stipula- 
ting that this officer should have this permanent 
pea - ee that is, that - sg have the 

me salary as the messenger of the Secre 
the Senate. . we 

I find by the estimates sent in from the depart- 
ment in the year 1842, in conformity with the act 
of 1841, that the compensation of the messenger of 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives is pro- 
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| for us to decide. If it did, then this amendment 


| sation than that fixed by a resolution of the House 


| have received, and that the House employed these 
| officers expecting that they would be paid these 
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vided for specifically. It is not left to be paid out | sation to the Watchmen employed about I.xec- 


of the contingent fund, as the numerous other utive buildings is founded upon the thif® section 
messengers, pages, and assistants in the House of | of the act making appropriation for the civil and 
Representatives are paid, and as the same class of | diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
officers in the Senate are paid. In that year the | year 1837. ‘That section is in these words: 
estimate of the Treasurer was for clerkS in the office “ And Le it further enacted, That the clerks of the Depart 
of ‘the Clerk of the House of Re presentatives, | ments of State, ‘Treasury, Navy, and War, and of the two 
$16,000. For messenger in the office of the Clerk |, Hutsrs of Cungres, andl the Livaran af Congres whe 
of the House of Representatives, $1,095. That receive, in addition thereto, the following increase of annual 
was In conformity with the law as it then stood. compensation from the first day of January last te the end of 
At the present. session we find that the pay of || ths nent scanion or Contes: that fy ays that oa take 
the messenger in that office is only estimated at | an addition of sponte wer ‘iaen enone sachs ataaaeaieee 
$912 00. whose annual salary « xceeds One thousand dollars shall re 
Now, the simple question is, (and I think it one | ceive an addition the reto of temper cent.” “ An addition of 
which a judicial tribunal would find no difficulty twenty per ecot. is allowed to the messengers ane as-is tant 
in deciding,) whether the resolution of the House 
could repeal the actof Congress? The actof 1541 
placed the messenger in the office of the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives in the same rank, 
as to salary, with the messenger in the office of the 
Secretary of the Senate. The salary of each of 
these messengers, at that time, was $1,095 per 
annum. By a separate resolution of the House, 
passed in 1842, the year following, the salaries of 
their messengers were reduced to $2 50 per diem; 
but there are a number of other messengers beside 
this employed in the House, and the question ts, 
did not that resolution apply to them, and not to 


Inessengers employed in the respective Exeeutive offices, 
and in the Library of Congress.” 

It was my fortune to be a member of Congress 
at that time, and J may say that Lam personally 
acquainted with the fact that the watchmen em- 
ployed about these buildings have complained, not 

| annually, but periodically, at different periods since 
the passage of that act, that they were not included 
in it. I have a memorial before me which was 
presented to the Senate many years age by these 
watchmen, and which | found on the files of the 
Senate., This memorial was thought to be too 
inconsiderable to attract the attention of members 
of Congress, or of any committee, and it has been 
lying unheeded from that time to this, but | have 
thought the claims of these persons worthy of at- 
tention. We thought the claims of the clerks 
employed in these various offices, at that tine, 
worthy of such attention as to induce Congress to 
add twenty per cent. to the salaries of those clerks 
whose annual salaries were less than a thousand 
dollars, and to add ten per cent. to the salaries of 
those whose annual compensation was over one 
thousand and less than two thousand dollars, 
That Jaw provides that twenty per cent. in addi- 
tion to their standing salaries, for a limited period 
of time, should be allowed to the messengers and 
| assistant messengers, subordinate to the clerks, 
employed in and about the various departments. 
When I came to inquire why these watchmen 
were not included inthe benefits of that act, | was 
answered, that their being omitted was entirely 
owing to a mistake; that there was no jatention on 
the part of the gentieman whe brought the bill 
forward in the other branch of Congress—a gen- 
tleman distinguished for his adherence to principles 
of economy in all appropriations of the public 
| money—to exclude these watchmen from a par- 
ticipation in its benefits. Yet, notwithstanding the 
| mistake was made, the parties have not been able 
subsequently to get the attention of Congress upon 
this matter, which they consider a great grievance. 

Now, sir, let me state, on behalf of these persons, 
that their service is burdensome and onerous to a 
degree beyond that of most officers of the Govern- 
ment, so far as personal attention is required. The 
principal part of the service they perform is during 
the night. The very nature of the office which 
they fill requires and presupposes that they be per- 
sons of great probity, fidelity, soberness, and vigi- 

| lance. The public buildings and the public property 
could not be intrusted to any other class of men. 
Mr. KING offered the following amendment: | They have been in the service many years. Most 
Add after the word ‘*Government’”’ the words || of those who were in the service at the time the 
‘* and for other purposes,” in the item ‘* For clerks || appropriation to which | have referred was made, 
in the office of the Surveyor General, to be appor- | are stillin the service, and they are men of approved 
tioned to them according to the exigencies of the || fidelity and vigilance. Sir, notwithstanding the 
public service, and if necessary, to be employed in || arduous nature of their duties—notwithstanding 
transcribing field notes of surveys, for the purpose || that fidelity and vigilance are requisite in the char- 
of preserving them at the seat of Government, || acter of persons to whose trust the safety of the 
$22,500.” || public property and the public buildings is confided 
The amendment was agreed to. —notwithstanding all this, their salaries have never 
Mr. BELL offered the following amendment: exceeded three hundred and fifty dollars perannum, 
To pay watchmen employed in and about the Executive | D 
offices, from the Ist day of January, 1637, to the end of the || by this Government, at least in the city of Wash- 


Secret oe ott Congas, te’ came increase || ington. | euppome that it is the very smallest 
i e | : . - 
ant messengers employed in said offices by the third section || 8%4@ry paid by Government; and * — wate 

of the act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic || Men should be worthy, faithful, and vigilant men, 


expenses of the Government for the year 1837, the sum of || Such men as should command a respectable rermu- 
i. || neratiofi for their services. And they have felt it 

In explanation, Mr. B. said: I hope I shall be lle grievance, that notwithstanding the arduous na- 
able to get the assent of the Senate to this amend- || ture of their duties, and their character for fidelity 
ment. The proposition to pay this extra compen- |) and vigilance, most or all of them are left in a con- 


whether it did so apply or not, did that resolution 
repeal the act of Congress? ‘That is the question 


ought not to be adopted; but if it did not, then the 
amendment should be adopted. This additional 
compensation has been accruing since 1847, and I 
have therefore increased the sum five hundred and 
odd dollars. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, I under- 
stand the object of this amendment is to give to 
certain messengers in the ofiice of the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives an additional sum—that 
is, arrears for three years of pay supposed to be 
due to them; and this supposition is founded on 
some law supposed to give them a larger compen- 


of Representatives under which these officers are 
elected, and under which they have been paid up to 
this time. Now, I suppose, sir, that these officers 
were elected expecting the salaries which they 


salaries. Ihave no doubt that the law, if there was 
a law fixing the salaries of these officers, would 
operate as a limitation, and that the House would | 
not be authorized by resolution to increase the 
salaries of these officers beyond the law. But if 
the House chose to elect an officer under a resolu- 
tion, and fix his compensation, thus making a con- 
tract with an officer or messenger, | see no diffi- 
culty. But I do not see why these persons should 
be paid an amount they did not expect when they 
made the contract, and which the sada did not 
expect to pay them. And, certainly, I think if the 
Clerk had expected to make this additional com- 
pensation, he would have made an estimate for it. 
. The amendment was rejected. 
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546 | 
dition to be dependent for support upon this small 
salary—a salary which, in Washington at least, 
may be considered but a mere pittance, They 
have thought it a hardship that they have not been 
embraced within the provisions of the actof 1837. 

The whole amount of extra compensation I now 
proposllto rive to this W orthy bt t neglected class 
is only one hundred and fifty dollars each. 


of men, is 
This m= 1) accordance Ml ith the third section of the 
act of 


twenty per ce it. Uy 


provides for an increase of 
von the salaries of such clerks, 


not exceed 


RT, whie 


1 ! 
*., whose salaries did 


yniesseneers, « 

} » rer 
one thousand dollars, for a certain time. Phis 
compensation of one hundred and fifty dollars is 


only twenty per cent. increase upon the salaries of 


these persons for the time comprehended in that 
act. And | submit it to the Senate whether it Is 
not proper, just, and equitable, that these men 


should rec eive this deserved compe nsation. 

Mr. ATHERTON, The introduction of aclaim 
of this kind, originating as long ago as the year 
1837, in an appropriation bill, cannot fail to delay 
action upon the passage of the bill, and prevent 
the proper consideration of the just and correct 
items contained in it. Aside from the question 
whether this additional payment was orginally 
right to certain clerks and messe ngvers of the de- 
partments, there is no just reason w hy this amend- 
ment, proposing additional compensation to these 
watchmen, should be introduced in this appropri- 
ation bill. If they have not any just claim for 
this compensation, its proposed allowance here is 
a gratuity; if they have any just claim, it should 
be pre sented to, and go through and be examined 
by, the Committee of ¢ 
are examined. 

The Senator from 
said that Congress thought 
1837, to make a certain a 
in the executive departments of twenty per cent., 
and that this proposition was originated by a gen- 
tleman distinguished for his economy in the afiairs 
of the publie treasury. Sir, it will be recollected 
that this proposition did not inelude as recipients 
of its ' 


‘laims, as all other claims 
Tennessee [Mr. Beri] has 
proper, in the year 


llowance to certain clerks 


proposed benefits the watchmen; and also 
that the measure originated ata time of a eeneral 
inflation of the currency of the country, bank paper. 
The question at that time was, not how shall we 
raise revenue, but what shall we do with 1? Con- 
sidering, then, the circumstances attending the 
passace of this measure allow? ad jitional com- 
pensation to certain clerks, and that the watchmen 
were not then included as co-recipients of the com- 
pensation, | do not see any reason why we should 
now go back this long period of time and make the 
allowance here asked for. I think, sir, that the 
whole allowance was wrong and should not have 
been made, and f believe that the very gentleman 
who originated the measure regrets his ever under- 
taking it. The watchmen, sir, are not included 
within the terms of the law; and why should we 
go back and endeavor to divert to them the bene- 
fits of the provisions of a jaw originating in 1837? 
Jt appears to me, sir, that there is no satisfectory 
if there is 
any reason justifying the payment of twenty per 
cent. extra allowance to these watchmen, why 
may not other ofticers come forward and claim an 
equal share in the benefits of the law, and even 
ask for an allowance down to the present moment? 
If this claim is allowed, there will be no end to the 
wesentation of similar ones. 

Mr. BELL. Iam not satisfied that the Senator 
from New Hampshire has demonstrated that there 
is no reason in this claim. Itis nota proposition 
to increase the salaries of these officers. Not at 
all. This act of 1837 expired at the time which 


reason for such action on.our part. 


it provided—* at the end of the next session of 


Congress’’ following the one in 1887. It is an 
application, sir, in behalfof certain watchmen who 
were at that time employed by the several depart- 
ments, to have their salaries increased, not for any 
extended length of time, but in preportion to the 
rdditional allowance made to the officers in the 
sime department, and which additional allowance 
was made in conformity with the provisions of this 
law of 1837. The gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire asks why the other officers in the depart- 
ments do not come forward and ask for additional 
pay?’ Lanswer, because they have had this addi- 
tional compensation already made tothem. Those 
whose salaries exceeded one thoysand dollars re- 
ceived ten per cent. extra allowance, and those 
whose salaries were less than one thousand dollars 
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received twenty per cent. These watchmen em- 
ployed around the building were not included 
within the list; and they only receive a salary of 
three hundred and fifty dollars per annum. 

The Senator from New Hampshire says that it 
is not proper to insert propositions of this charac- 
ter, making increase of salaries in this bill. Sir, 
we had the subject discussed the other day, and 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Kinc,] whois 
careful to notice any improprieties in our legisla- 
tion, stated there could be no longer any objection 
made to such a course of procedure. This, sir, is 
not a proposition to change the law to inercase or 
to regulate salaries, but to place these watchmen 
on an equal footing with the clerks and messengers 
as to the benefits accruing from the passage of the 
law of 1837. 

The bill originally was passed as a sort of equiv- 
alent—certain reductions being made in the num- 
ber of officers employed by the Government in the 
departments—to those clerks who remained whose 
duties were thus increased. This, then,,is nota 
permanent arrangement. We are not about to 
enact a law providing increased compensation for 
any class of officers, but simply to do justice to a 
class of officers obliged to be faithful and vigilant, 
and who receive the very lowest grade of salaries 
civen in Washington. I question Ww hether the 
day-laborers on the public grounds do not get bet- 
ter paid than those faithful watchmen. If you will 
lool: back into the records of the last session, it will 
he found, I think, that the compensation allowed 
the day-laborers exceeded the stipulated salary 
allowed these watchmen. I consider, of course, 
that the laborer is as worthy of his hire as the 
watchman; but these watehmen perform a peculiar 
service, requiring the utmost fidelity and vigilance 
—a service that is performed at night—and they 
were excluded without any good reason whatever 
from the benefits arising under the law of 1837: 
Sir, I cannot but think that their claim is well 
founded. I find that there were memorials pre- 
sented as far back as 1841 and 1842, representing 
the injustice that had been done them, inasmuch 
as their services had not. been allowed for in the 
same manner as the services of other persons em- 
ployed in thedepartments. ‘They certainly do not 
rank inferior to the messengers employed about 
the buildings. There is no view of the subject, 
then, in my opinion, that justifies the exclusion of 
these watchmen from a participation in the benefits 
of the law of 1837. ‘This is simply the introduc- 
tion of a provision—not a permanent law by any 
means—giving these watchmen the benefit of the 
third section of the act of 1837. 

Mr. KING. For what length of time was this 
extra compensation given? 

Mr. BELL. Only one Congress. 
the provision: 


I will read 


‘ That the clerks in the Departments of State, Treasury, 
Navy, and War, and of the two Houses of Congress, and the 
Librarians of Congress, whose salaries are less than two 
thousand dollars, shall, in addition thereto, be allowed the 
following compensation, from the Ist day of January last to 
the end of the next session of Congress, viz: Sach of said 
clerks whose annual compensation does not exceed one thou- 
sand dollars, an addition of twenty per cent. thereto; such 
of said clerks whose annual compensation exceeds one 
thousand dollars, an addition of ten per cent. thereto ; and 
twenty per cent. in addition to the salaries of messengers 
and assistant messengers employed in the respective offices 
and the Lubraries of Congress.’ 


Mr. ATHERTON. To strip this proposition 
of all discuise, it is neither mere nor less than to 
pay these watchmen who are employed in the 
Executive Departments, from the Ist of January, 


1837, to the end of the next session, three thoa- | 


sand dollars more than they were entitled to by 
law. That is the proposition. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was, upon a division, negatived: Ayes 13, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. HUNTER offered the following amend- 
ment: 


| 
For the purchase of a site for a new custom-house at 


Norfolk, Virginia, twelve thousand dollars, provided the Pres- 
ident of the United States shall deem it proper to make the 
purchase. 


Mr. HUNTER asked for the reading of a letter 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, and also a | 


leter from the officer of customs. 
‘Chey were read accordingly by the Secretary. 
Mr. HUNTER. It will be perceived that the 
recommendation of the Secretary is conditional. 


He says if the President deem itadyisable. | must | 
say, however, that I cannot see why the recom- | 
mendation should have been conditional, because |: 


; boats cannot get up toit. The appr 


| ing amendment: 





i Feb. 16, 


it appears, from the report of the collector. ana 
from the report of those who were ay: oo 
make an examination, that the’ situation 


custom-house Is inconvenient: so 


horizy d to 
of the . 


much s ,t 


_ th opriation here. 
tofore asked for, and which, it seems to me ; 


to have been granted, was much larger thems 
one now proposed. I can see no reason for di —e 
ishing it, but | have accepted it rather thay “ ; 
have the appropriation made at all. Tie trad,» 
the town is very materially increased, | }; at +h ” 
while the Senate have granted every other apr)... 
tion that has been made, for ap] ropriations of 1" _ 
description, they will not refuse this. They ho... 
appropriated asum of money for the purchass oe 
large building in Portland, in the State of Main, 
and they have appropriated money for tire ereesjo, 
of a magnificent structure fora custom-house : 
New Orleans. I hope they will not refuse 4), 
twelve thousand dollars that is now asked for. 

The question having been taken on the ame 
ment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. JOMNSON, of Georgia, moved the fo) 


LOW. 


» Olifhe: 
=it 





e 


nd 
nd- 


For clearing out and deepening that portion of the Was 
ington City canal which passes through and along the ; ul : 
grounds, twenty thousand dollars, to be expended yy di a 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, provided the Oy 
poration of Washington shall expend a like suai in clearing 
out and deepening the other portions of said canal; and py, 
vided also, that ali transportation on said eanal for p; ‘tee 
of the Government of the United States shall be free of yo) 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will not detain the Senay 
with any remarks, but simply ask for the readine 
of the memorial of the Corporation which relates 
to the subject, and also the report of the envinee; 
in reference to that portion of the canal which 
passes in front of the public grounds. 

They were read by the Secretary. 

Mr. ALLEN. I would inquire what remarkable 
commerce there is along this canal which renders 
it necessary to incur this expenditure ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is not enough to pay for 
keeping it in repair. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I do not Suppose 
there is any commerce at present, in consequence 
of the bad condition of the canal, which rendeys it 
unnavigable. 

Mr. ALLEN. I would inquire whether there 
has ever been any commerce upon it so as to pro- 
duce any revenue whatever? 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 am informed by the Mayor 
of the city that the revenue has amounted to about 
four thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator inform me from 
what that revenue arose ? . 

Mr. PEARCE. Chiefly from the tolls collected 
upon coal conveyed to the Navy Yard. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. If the Senator will permit 
me, I will state a fact. lam informed by a gentle- 
man who is well acquainted with the subject, thet 
the canal will be eminently useful to the Govern- 
ment in the course of the ensuing summer for con- 
veying coal to the Navy Yard, the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal being now about to be completed; and 
it will be impossible to reach the Navy Yard other- 
wise than by this canal. 

Mr. ALLEN. if the profits arising from this 
canal are not sufficient to put it in repair, it would 
be as well that the repairs never should be made; 
if they are sufficient, they ought to be applied 0 
that object. I think, sir, that we have already 
spent, in the form of an absolute donation to that 
work, nearly a million of dollars. Indeed, I believe 
it was something over a million, though perhaps! 
may be mistaken as to that. I had thought that 
this would have been considered suflicient. [t's 
certainly an ungracious thing to oppose approprie- 
tions for this District, and I know likewise that !t 
is almost useless to oppose them, because the Dis- 
trict, having nobody to represent it on this floor, 
has everybody. Every Senator feels that he 's 
in some degree bound to vote for whatever the 
Corporation ask for, because the Corporationjave 
nobody here to do their voting for them; but! 
really think we ought to have sonie limit. Year 
in and year out, pretexts are invented for bringing 
forward propositions for the appropriation of larg? 
sums of money out of the public taxes of this 
country for the benefit of this one District. We 
know perfectly wel how it is. If we could gt 
this money from any other source than from the 
working people of this country, I should not regrtt 
the extension of the liberality of the Government 
te this District, or to any other bedy of people. 


f 


r 














pose 
uence 


ers it 


there 
) pro- 


layor 
about 


from 
lected 


ermit 
entle- 
, that 
vern- 
r cOn- 
e and 
; and 


others 


n this 
would 
made; 
ied to 
ready 
o that 
elieve 


pst 


t that 

Itis 
opriae 
that it 
» Dis- 
floor, 
he is 
or the 
\jiave 
but I 
Year 
inging 
f large 
yf this 

We 
ld get 
m the 
regret 
nment 
eople. 


1849. 


Pat. 8s 
Ul, * 


rague, @ people who pay over three millions of 
‘flaps taxes to this Government, I feel, even in 
‘age matters, small as they appear to be, that it 
sour duty to be a little more attentive when these 
“jaims ara advanced upon the public treasury. | 
the votes recorded on this question. 

Mr. MILLER. { wish to state, very briefty, 
the ground upon which the Corporation asks for 
this ay propriation. The canal, running along the 
margin of the public grounds, and not having been 
verV profitable heretofore, and the expense neces- 
cary to keep it in repair being considerable, is the 
reason, Lsuppose, why it has been permitted to go 
‘. ruin. In the opinion of-all persons living in the 
neighborhood of the canal, it is highly injurious 
in its present condition to the health of the city. 
{nd owing to the completion of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, the Corporation think it would be 
a matter of importance to open and improve this 
-anal; for they believe that the transportation upon 
+ will be increased by the transportation upon the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

Acchrding to the explanations given before the 
committee, it is ascertained that it will cost forty 
or fifty thousand dollars to repair the canal so as 
to make it serviceable. It is necessary so to ar- 
range it that the water may flow from one branch 
of the Potomac to the other at all times, so as to 
remove all stagnant water, and thus prevent one 
of the ill effects arising from the present condition 
of the canal. But the Corporation, as they repre- 
sent, and I believe it to be so, are not able, from 
the taxes that are levied upon the citizens of the 
city and county, to raise a sufficient sum to com- 


ict ask for the ro and nays, for | want to see 


ir, representing, in connection with my col- | penetrates to the coal regions, will, at 


| it will be the capital perpetually. 


plete the work; they therefore ask that Congress || 


will appropriate a sum equal to that which the 
Corporation will provide, for the purpose of putting 
he canal in a proper condition. It will be recal- 
ected also that the canal passes in front of the 

public ground where we are now directing the 
Smithsonian building to be erected; and it is in con- 
templation undoubtedly to improve those grounds, 
and this cannot be done to any advantage so long 
is this state of things continues. In order to im- 
prove the grounds properly, it will be necessary 
to clear out or fill up the canal. I think, therefore, 
the application is a reasonable ene—the Govern- 
ment being, in the first place, interested in having 
the public grounds improved, and all being inter- 
ested in improving the health of the city—and that 
we ought to grant the twenty thousand dollars for 
the purpose of completing this useful work. 

Mr. MANGUM. It is very rarely, sir, that I 
open my lips upon any question regarding appro- 
priations of this sort—very rarely; but [ am so 
irongly impressed with the propriety of making 
this allowance to the city, of granting the money 
which is asked for, that I cannot refrain from say- 
ng afew words in relation to the subject. 

This canal, in its present condition, is not only 
an absolute nuisance to the city, and injurious to 
the health of those who live in its vicinity, but it 
is the depository of all the offal of the city. It 

mars the beauty of the city, as seen from the public 
grounds, and as seen from the Capitol, and at any 
time within the last ten years 1 would not only 
have voted for this amendment, but for double the 
sum, for the purpose of removing the nuisance. It 
is offensive to the eye and injurious to the health 
of those who live near it. Pisksteiand that the 
tity authorities have made an appropriation of 
pwenty thousand dollars to be applied to the pur- 
ose of making this improvement; and we have had 
‘arious means of knowing the extent of the re- 
Sources of the city; that the Corporation is strait- 
ened in pecuniary matters; but an additional appro- 
priation on the part of Congress equal to that made 
by the Corporation, I understand, according to the 
estimates in this case, will be sufficient to complete 
the work so as to have always four feet of water 


‘ 
t 
} 
i 


in the canal, and all those nuisances that are thrown | 


it will be recollected that the canal for about one- 
half its extent passes through the public grounds, 
and, as the Senator from New Jersey remarked, it 
is undoubtedly in the contemplation of Congress at 
some day to place them in a different condition 
from that in which they now are. This work, in- 
dependently of its actual benefit to the health of the 
city, is of importance as-improving the appearance 
of the city. 


Again: the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, which || day, th 





| local in its character, and not national? 


i, at same early 
period, be in full operation; and I understand the 
coal is equal to that which is obtained in any part 
of the United States: and it is known to everv ren- 
tleman that the boats laden with coal, when they 
arrive at Georgetown, cannot reach the neighbor- 
hood ofthe Navy Yar@, for they cannot navigate 
around Greenleaf’s Point. The Navy Yard will 
undoubtedly require much of this coal, and this 
bill provides that all transportation which the Gov- 
ernment requires through this canal shall be free; 
and as a mere quid pro quo, all other considerations 
thrown out of view, the Government, in my onin- 
ion, would make a good bargain, by eranting the 
amount that is asked for, in consideratien of the 
benefit of free transportation 

Sir, has any Senator looked out from the west 
front of the Capitol, from the baleony of the Li- 
brary, upon that beautiful sheet of water, the Po- 
tomac, and upon the public grounds, which at some 
future day must be ornamented? If so, he must 
have seen those banks of mud which have been 
day by day disclosing themselves along this canal, 
and which are absolutely offensive to every man of 
taste, and an actual nuisance to that portion of the 
city contiguous to it, and more or less so to the 
more distant portions of the city. But, without 
going into these considerations, throwing them all 
out of view, I will still vote for this appropriation. 
This is the capital of the United States, and I hope 
Is there a man 
in the country who does not desire to see the cap- 
ital beautified, to see the public grounds of this 
city ornamented, to see the spirit of improvement 
advancing? I do hope, sir, that the honorable 
Senator from Ohio will display his usual kindness 
of disposition on this occasion, and withdraw his 
opposition. It is beyond the present means of 
the city to execute this work; and it is a work that 
is more exigent, perhaps, at this time than it has 
been at any former period—at all events, for the 
last six or seven years. If that dreadful disease 
which is now the scourge of some portions of this 
country should reach this place, does not every 
one perceive how important would be the removal 
of that which is so fruitful a source of disease in 
itself? I have lived for the last six or seven years 
on Missouri avenue, which would be the most 
pleasant place in the city, for many reasons, if this 
nuisance were removed, and the public grounds 
ornamented, as, before many years, the taste of 
the people of this country, I am sure, will dictate. 
I hope that the amendment will prevail. 

Mr. NILES. My honorable friend from North 
Carolina advocates the appropriation in this case, 
which is a parallel case to one that we had before 


/ usa few days ago, on the ground that this improve- 


ment ought to be made as a matter of taste. It 
occurred to me, that in reference to the present 
condition of this canal, it was rather a matter of 
smell than of taste. We have been, by our legisla- 
tion heretofore, endeavoring to ornament the city 
by a structure rising above the earth we are now 
called on to ornament it by a ditch sinking down 
below the surface of the earth. As a matter of 
ornament, [ am afraid the ditch will be a failure. 
Sut it is advocated on the ground of utility also. 
I should like to be informed whether this canal has 
not been, in point of utility, what is ordinarily 
called a total failare—whether it has not proved to 
be utterly uscless—whether it has not failed to 
accomplish the object for which it was originally 
undertaken. I believe it has never been used at 
all, except for the convenience of some few small 
boats carrying wood to the city. It has never, I 
believe, been of service for the transportation of 
anything whatever to the Navy Yard. If it has 
been, that fact is not within my knowledge. To 
expend money, therefore, upon a work of this 
kind; it appears to me, is to waste it. We have 
already paid something like eight hundred thou- 


| sand dollars towards that work, and now we are 


‘ , , || called upon to make an additional appropriation 
into the canal will at once be carried off. Besides, | 


in order to make it useful. 
will be made useful. 


But I think it never 
And, let me ask, upon what 


| principle is it that the public money is to be de- 


voted to the construction of a work that is entirely 
{ would 
ask Senators upon what principle it is that they 
propose to appropriate the money of the people 
of the United States for an object that is entirely 
local? I should like to know the right we have to 
do it. In the proposition which we had the other 
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necuon ¢ xisting between the objes t for whi ii the 
appropriation was asked and our Federal system; 
but is there anything here of that kind? [do not 
know of any ground upon which I should be just- 
ified in voting to appropriate money derived from 
taxes paid by the people of Ohio, or any other 
State, to such a purpose as this. Each State in 
this Union has to make its own impr nentsy 
and how does this question differ from a proposi- 
tron to construct a work of internal improvement? 
No matter how desirable or useful it may be, this 
Government has nething to do with it?) Bat [ean 
see no utility that can accrue to the Government 
from this work. None whatever. I am utterly 
oppose d to it 

Mr. PEARCE. It seems to me that there are 
reasons which make it very proper that this Gov- 
ernment should make the appropriation for what 
the Senator is pleased to call a local purpose. It 
must be r that this Federal city is the 
offspring of this Government. Vhen the city 
was founded, the Government received five thou- 
sand acres of the land for public use. "That was 
notall. They received money; they received boun- 
ties from Virginiaand Maryland; and the Govern« 
ment has now an immense amount of public prop- 
erty here. The property of the Goverriment in 
this District is estimated to amount to the value of 
upwards of seven millions of dollars. The 


collected 


Gove 
ernment is a great proprietor, and they do not pay 
one dollar of taxes. They do not contribute in 
that way to the support of the city, which is the 
creation of theie will. They contribute nothing in 
that way to the expenses of the city. The taxes 
paid by the citizens have made almost all of the 
improvements that have been made. If the Gov- 
ernment were taxed upon the property they hold 
as priyate individuals are taxed, they. would pay 


someffing like sixty thousand dollars in the shape 


of taxes. This Government owns stock also in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal—stock which is value- 
less now, itis true, but at some future time, when 
the canal comes into full operation, will yield a 
large income. The State of Maryland has invested 
about seven millions of dollars in that work, and 
she has recently authorized the expenditure of an 
additional sum, with a view to the completion of 
the work; and this Government, as a stockholder, 
will of course receive a portion of the dividends, 
This Government, as a great proprietor within this 
District, ought to make this appropriation, and we 
have a guarantee that the expenditure will not be 
useless; for the amendment provides that the Cor- 
poration shall first appropriate an equal amount of 
money for the purpose of completing this work. 
The Government is a very large consumer of fuel, 
and there are large quantities of Cumberland coal 
used at the navy-yard. This coal could be trans- 
ported more cheaply if this canal were in a condi- 
tion to beused. ‘There would be a very consider- 
able saving upof the transportation in the single 
article of coal, which has now to be conveyed from 
Georgetown upon trucks or carts. The Govern- 
ment, therefore, has a direct ané immediate interest 
in the matter, and I think that this is a very strong 
reason in favor of approprating the money that ia 
asked for, even for what the Senator calls a local 
purpose. e 

The question was then taken, and decided, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Douglas, 
Downs, Fitzgerald, Foote, Greene, Hunter, Johnson of Loa- 
isiana, Johnson of Georgia, Jones, Mangum, Mason, Met- 
ealfe. Miller, Pearce, PheJps, Spruance, Upham, Webster, 
Westcott, and Yulee—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Borland, 
Bradbury, Bright, Calnoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge of lowa, Felch, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Niles, Rusk, 


| Sebastian, Turney, and Walker—18. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the bill by striking out all after the word ‘‘doliars”’ 
in line 338, page 15, and inserting the following; 

And the Seeretary of War is hereby authorized to lease, 
for a period of five years, and until Government -ball have 
provided itself suitable buildings, the new building at the 
corner of F and 17th streets, now partially occupied by Govy- 
ernment, at the terms and at the rate originally agreed apon 
with the War Department, or at his option to purchase the 
same, if it can be had for a principal sum the interest upon 
which, at six per cent. per annum, shall not exceed the 
amount now paid per annum for the rooms occupied by 
Government. ; 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. Tha Senate will 
perceive, that by the bill as it now stands, there is 


ere was some appearance at least of a con- || no margin whatever left for any negotiations be- 
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tween the Seeretary of War and the owner of this 
building, and I think that if the Senate unde rstood 
properly the state of things precisely as it exists 
in reference to the present occupancy of the build- 


ing, they would not hesitate to adopt the amend- 
ment which is now offered. his building was 


constr originally by the proprietor under a | 


quasi a 
War to rent the rooms of the butiding at a stipu- 
lated price, which was one hundred and seventy- 
five dollars per room. ‘The Secretary of War did 
not, it is true, enter into any specific contract with 
the owner of the building, for the reason that he 


had no right to make a contract which should 
‘ ite in future. fle only stipulated that if the 
house should be completed during his term of 


office, he wauild not hesitate to rent a portion of 
the rooms of the building, for the use of the Grov- 
it, at that price. At the last session of Con- 
gress the Ser retary ef War sent in his 
accordingly. ‘The amount thus estimated by him 


was reduced in the House of Representatives to 


erin 


estimates 


the price of one bundred and fifty dollars per 


room, the bill came into the Senate, and the 
Senate amended it by restoring the price to be 
paid per room to the amount agreed upon by the 


Secretary of War. The bill was returned to the 
Jlouse, and the Hloeuse refused to concur in the 
mmendment; so that the bill finally passed the two 
Houses stipulating to pay one hundred and fifty 
dollars per room, ar d thus only appropriated a 
suificient amount ef money to pay for fifty-five or 
RIXtyY roon leaving some thirty or forty rooms 
of the building unoceupied, w hich have remained 
unoceanied during the time that has intervened, 
and etill continue to be unoccupied, 

Now, sir, the condition of things ts just this: 
The Government is occupying a certain portion of 


the rooms of this building at the price of one hun- 


eement on the part of the Se cretary of | 


dred and fifty dollars each, having refused to take 
all the rooms, and the proprietor of the building | 


is thus losing the rent of some, and this bill as it 
now stands proposes to limit the Secretary of War 
to the rooms now occupied, and appropriates a 
sum of money sufficient to pay their rent, leaving 
no discretion with the Secretary to negotiate with 


the owner either for the balance of the rooms, or 


‘or the purchase of the building, Now, i ask and 
' > 


] appeal to the Senate, if this is just and fair? 


Now, what is the object of the amendment? It | 
js to allow the Sceretary of War the authority to | 


nevotiate with the owner of the building for the 
rent of the rooms at the price originally avreed 
upon for five years; or, if he should } 
purchase the building at an amount the 
interest upon which shall not exceed the annual 
amount that is now paid for the rooms which are 
already occupied by the Government. If the Gov- 
ernment will neither rent nor purchase the building, 
all that the owner asks is, that-it shal! be disen- 
sumbered of the Government records, in order 


prefer it, to 
annual | 


that he may make other arrangements more com- | 


yatible with his interest. 

Mr. WALKER. 1 would ask how many rooms 
are now occupied ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ido not know; but the amount 
appropriated for the rent is eight thousand five 


hundred dollars, atone hundred and fifty dollars | 


per room. 
the estimate. 
Now, the question for the Senate to determine 
is this: whether they will still occupy the rooms 
which they now have at the price of $150 per room, 
and compel the owner of the building to lose en- 
tirely the rent of some thirty-odd rooms that are 
now vacant; or whether they will take the whole 
building at the price originally agreed upon be- 
tween the proprietor of the building and the Secre- 


The gentleman can very soon make 


tary of War; or whether they will purchase the | 


building upon the terms proposed in the amend- 
ment? ‘The amount proposed by the amendment 
for the purchase of the building is a principal sum, 


the interest on which annually shall not exceed the | 
annual amount that is now paid for the rooms. | 


That is the proposition. Well, then, Mr. Presi- 
dent, if the Government will accept of neither of 
these propositions; if they will not rent the whole 


of the building, nor give the Secretary of War au- | 


thority to enter into negotiations for the purpose 
of renting it, and will not purchase, then it is in- 
cumbent on the Government to look about and see 
whether they can do better. 
that these rooms were rented by the department 
during the last year in obedience to the necessities 


The presumption is, | 


I 


of the department. If they are necessary, then it 
is proper it should occupy them. If they are not 
necessary, then Congress should make arrange- 
ment for the vacation of the rooms, so that the 
owner of the building may convert it to other uses. 

But it seems to me perfegtly clear that the bill, 
as it now stands, places the proprietor of the build- 
ing in a most unjust situation. For the rooms that 
are now occupied by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury the term of rent expires on the 4th of March, 
and for those occupied by the War Department 
the term of rent expires 6n the Ist of July. This 
condition of things must greatly embarrass the 
owner of the building. The Government will not 
rent his property; they occupy a certain portion of 
the building, and they give the Secretary of War 
no authority to negouate either for rentor purchase, 
and they will not vacate the rooms. That is the 
precise situation of ailairs at the present moment, 
and it is for Congress now to determine whether 
they willembarrass the department and the owner 
of the building by the bill as it comes from the 
House, or accept the alternative proposition that 
is submitted by the amendment which I have of- 
fered. 
Government ought to make some arrangement that 


will be convenient to itself and just to the proprie- | 


tor of the butlding. 


I think it is just and fair, and that the | 


7 
} 


‘ _ I 
The discussion was continued by Mr. CAME- 


RON, Mr. PEARCE, Mr. ATHERTON, and 


Mr. BADGER; after which— 


Mr. BADGER moved to amend by striking out | 


the part which relates to the purchase. 

Mr. ALLEN said a few words; when— 

Mr. JOHNSON accepted the amendiment moved 
by the Senator from North Carolina, as a modifi- 
cation of the original amendment. 

Mr. DAYTON moved to strike out the author- 
ity to lease for five years, and so to amend the 
amendment, as to make it only an authority to 
rent the rooms to the end of the present fiscal year. 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. MA- 
SON, Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. HALE, Mr. HAM- 
LIN, and Mr. DICKINSON. 

The motion of Mr. Dayton was then agreed to. 

Mr. BADGER moved to amend the amendment 
by limiting the amount of rent for each room to 
S150. 

Mr.CAMERON suggested thatthe whole amount 
of rent should be limited to 99,000. 


“ 


Mr. BADGER accepted the suggestion of the | 


Senator from Pennsylvania, as a modification of 


his amendment, but subsequently modified it so as | 


to extend it to $10,000. 

Mr. WESTCOTT inquired if that part of the 
amendment which referred to the agreement with 
the War Department was siricken out? 

Severat Senators. No, no. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
agreed to. 

The question recurring on the original amend- 
ment— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. Mr. President, I 
would ask what is the proposition now before the 
Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated the prop- 


osition. 


Mr. JOHNSON. With the consent of the Sen- | 


ate, I will withdraw the whole proposition. 

Leave was granted, and the proposition was 

accordingly withdrawn. 
AMENDMENT. 

Mr.WALKER laid before the Senate an amend- 
ment which he proposed to offer to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill; and which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 16, 1849. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF COL. FRANCIS VIGO. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, rose and 
called up the motion heretofore made to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Francis Vigo had been 
passed, 

Mr. HUNT hoped, that by general consent, the 
committees would be called, for one hour, for re- 
orts. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Con- 
necucut [Mr. Rock wet] had called up the motion 
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| Francis Vigo; and the question would 
| motion to reconsider. 


| sider was laid on the table. 


| poor man, &c., &c.] 


’ 
Feb. 16, 
to reconsider the vote on the passage 


; oo of the hin 
for the relief of the legal representatives , 


of Colone) 

be On the 

On motiow of Mr. DUNN, the motion to recon. 
DONATIONS OF LAND. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose and said thy 
he would again ask the unanimous consent of =e 
House to introduce a bill of which his eélinsens 
{[Mr. Jounson] had some time since given pete 
His colleague was still confined by sickness. »,,: 
would not probably be able to attend to his dyy;.. 
here for some time. He (Mr. Jones) wished 1), 
the bill might be received, and referred to the i. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union . 

The SPEAKER said the bill could only be i 
troduced by unanimous consent. : 

The title of the bill was read. {It was the bil! 
heretofore noticed, to give a homestead to every 

Mr. COLLAMER and other members objected 

Mr. HUNT inquired whether it would’ be jn 
order to move that the House proceed to receive 
reports from committees ? 

The SPEAKER said the regular order of \ysi. 
ness was the reception of reports. There being no 
more reports from select committees, reports would 
be in order from the Committee on Elections. 


THE PREVIOUS QUESTION, 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired whether, at the 
time the House proceeded yesterday to the con. 
sideration of business on the Speaker’s table, there 
was not a motion pending on the adoption of anew 
rule. 

The Clerk (under direction of the Speaker) 
stated the question as follows: To amend the 2¢i) 
rule of the House, as reported by Mr. Smirn, of 
Indiana, yesterday, from the Committee on Rules, 
by inserting after the word * established,” in the 
sixth line thereof, ‘*and it shall not he in order to 
move the previous question on the same day when 
offered.”’ : 

To which was pending the following amendment, 
offered by Mr. Jenkins : 

Strike out all after the word “and,” and insert: 

It shall be in order to move the previous question when 
offered ; and, if sustained, the resolution shail lie over to the 
next day, when it shall have preference over all other busi 
ness after reading the Journal ; and shall then be disposed o/ 
by reference or otherwise. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (to the Speaker.) Is 
that question now before the House? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he had no disposi- 
tion to say anything now to interrupt the business 
of the House; but as this matter had come up, he 


| had a few words to say. 


Mr. GREELEY inquired of the Speaker, 


| whether the previous question had not been de- 


manded? He thought it had been. , 
The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to ascertain 
the fact by reference to the Journals. 
It appeared that the previous question was not 
pending. 


Mr. WENTWORTH aaid he would not be re- 


sponsible for consuming the time of the House 


this morning upon this question. He did not wish 


| to discuss the matter, and would consent to any 





motion that would defeat the proposition without 
debate. But he feared its adoption, and therefore 
would express his sentiments, 

He would call the attention of the members— 
and more particularly the members of his side of 


' the House—to the fact, the alarming fact, that st 
} ° . - . 

| this late period of the session, when the last breath 
of the thirtieth Congress was being drawn, our 


»ropositions to amend the rules of the House had 
been made yesterday. And what for? If neces- 


sary, why were they not introduced some time 
| during the last ver 


long session of Congress: 
Why not introduced before at this session? The 
same Committee on Rules had been in existence 
during the whole time. His opinion was, that the 


| changes were not necessary to the conduct of the 


business of this session, and he was so unchar- 
table as to think they were not intended for this 
session. 

He would call the attention of the members . 
the fact, that it was very doubtful which party ha 
a majority in the present Congress; and also - 
the fact, that a majority of the members of a 
present House would not be in the next; and 
the effect of the proposed amendments to the rules 
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sould be to throw upon this, the defunct Congress, 
tne esponsibility of the rules of the next Con- 
eaa—for every one knows, that one of the first 
motions at a new Congress is to adopt the rules of 
the preceding one. Now, do the members not 
returned wish to force on the returned members 
obnoxious rules? Or do they wish to assume re- 
sponsibility Rot legitimately belonging to them? 
is it fair to force upon members coming 


Besides, 


here anew rules which they themselves ought to | 


jave the privilege of weighing for themselves, and 
which, aa 
gel rid of? 


if once adopted, they will with difficulty | 


-'t am a member of the next Congress, and am | 


willing to meet all its responsibilities; and charity | 
ls me to express the belief, that its members | 
not only willing, but able to make rules for | 


com} 
arc ‘ ° 
themselves. A majority of the next Congress 
belongs to a party that had for its leader, in the 
inte campaign, one of the bravest men living; one 


»? 


wao conquered the enemies of this country upon | 


every battle-field where he met them; one whose 


fiends boast for him that he never surrenders, | 


and never shuns responsibilities: does that ma- 


sority wish to throw back upon this, a dead Con- | 
wress, a Congress of a defeated dynasty, the re- | 


sponsibility of adopting rules for it? 


Is there | 


anything, Mr. Speaker, like Buena Vista in all | 
this? God knows this Congress has responsibility 


enough of its own. Let it not assume to take any 
levitimately belonging to its successor. 

Now, a word as to the merits of the immediate 
proposition before the House. It is very seldom 
chat States are called upon for resolutions; and, 
when they are, if they give rise to debate, they 
pass through a process which is called ‘** going 
over under the rules,’’ and are never heard of more. 


} 
| 


| worse, as the proposition is, 
| views, (Mr. W. said,) he felt constrained to make 
|| any aa that would finally dispose of the mat- 


| election of all officers directly by the people, and 


other Democratic measures, stand no chance under 
the existing order of things. And if they are to 
be changed, let it be for the better, and not for the 
Entertaining these 


ter for this session. 

Mr. W. then moved that the whole subject be 
laid upon the table. ; 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 110, 


noes not counted, the whole subject was laid on 


the table. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration | 


of the vote, and moved that that motion be laid on 
the table; which latter motion prevailed. 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. GOGGIN rose, and was understood to call 
the attention of the House to the fact, that some 
days since, when a motion was made by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Vinton] to refer the bill making appropriations 


| for the support of the Post Office Department to the 


Now, unless there be the privilege of moving the || 


previous question, there is no way to pass a reso- 
lution which any majority less than two-thirds 
may favor. The proposition before the House is, 
to do away with the right to call the previous 
question. And what is the reason therefor? Clearly 
‘because the party pledged, both to the North and 
o the South, fears that it may be compelled, by 
some resclution, to show its hand; because the 
party boasting of the hero of Buena Vista for its 
leader, and that it never surrenders, never shuns 
responsibilities, &c., &c., wishes to avoid some 
very delicate questions that may divide its ranks. 

In the next Cangress there are to be men of a 
great diversity of pledges, who will act with the 
party in power. ‘They may wish secretly to vio- 
ate those pledges, when they would not dare do it 
openly. Under this change of the rules, their ob- 
ject can be attained. You can get no test vote 
upon the Free-soil question, nor upon any other 
upon which the supporters of the Administration 
may divide, But there is no need of the amend- 
ment proposed, in order to enable men to dodge, 
but will, to be sure, furnish greater facilities, and 
the dodging will not be so flagrant. Under the 
present system, the yeas and nays are not called 
upon seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. Members who are afraid to vote on one 
side or the other of a resolution, can vote against 


rescinding the previous question. This is often || 


done. Failing in this, they can sit in their seats 
and not vote. If they are afraid to do this, they 


can run out under pretenee of being sick; or they 


can get the proposition in such a position upon 
the Speaker’s table, or in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, as that it never 
will be reached in the order of business, and can 
never be taken up out of order, save on Mon- 
days, and then aly by a vote of two-thirds. In 
this latter condition are Mr. Gorr’s resolutions, 
which this House cannot reject, and dare not pass. 
They sleep the sleep of death upon your table, with 
amajority of this Henge professing to be in their 
favor. Alongside of them sleeps the bill for the 
prohibition of the slave trade in this District, with 
& majority professing to be for it. In the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union also 
sleeps our Territorial bill, so much talked of; but 
itisalltalk. It will not be touched unless an in- 
dignant and betrayed people awake us to our duty. 
But what are the people compared with a President 
who has the disposal of the patronage of this Gov- 
ernment? With some politicians, the people lose 
all their importance after election. ‘i 
Under the rules of the House, as they now are, 
free labor has but little to expect. The Wilmot 
proviso, the gran¥ of a farm to every poor man, the 
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| Means had reported the annual a 
| for the support of the Post Office 
| motion had been made by that gentleman to refer 
| the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union. 
| Goaein} had moved to amend by addirg certain 


| should be committed to 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
he (Mr.G.) had moved certain instructions, which 
were now pending, and by which the bill was at 


present kept among the business on the Speaker’s 
table. He (Mr. G.) was understood now to inti- 


| mate his willingness to withdraw his instructions, 


so that the bill might be committed. 
The SPEAKER suid there was so much con- 
versation in the Hall, that it was not possible to 
hear the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Gogain.} 
Mr. GOGGIN again explained his purpose, and 
said that he withdrew his instructions, because he 
thought that his object might be better attained in 
another way. 
Mr. VINTON now asked that the bill might 
be committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER said it would be remembered 

the House that the Commitice of Ways and 
ypropriation ball 
Jepartment. 


b 


‘The gentleman from Virginia | Mr. 
instructions. It was now proposed that the bill 
the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union by general conseut, 
the motion ef the gentleman from Virginia having 
been withdrawn. 

No objection having been made, the bill was re- 


ferred accordingly, and was ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. BUTLER moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the Post Office bill. 

The SPEAKER said it was in order to move 


that the House resolve itself into Committee of the | 


W hole on the state of the Union; but that the com- 
mittee must decide what business it would take up. 
Mr. HUNT asked the gentleman from Pennsy|- 
vania [Mr. Butter] to waive his motion, until 
the committees had been called for reports. 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, gave notice that ifthe 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union, he should move to take up the 


bill to establish a territorial government in Cal- 
ifornia. He would be glad if the House would go 
into committee for that purpose. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
private calendar. 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Speaker, whether 
it would be in order, if the motion to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole should not prevail, to move 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


A | 


that the House resolve itself into Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking up the Mexican treaty bill, or the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the Post 
Office Department. 


The SPEAKER said it would be in order to || 


move that the House go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. But the com- 


up, 


Mr. GOGGIN suggested that the bill to reduce || the bill proposed to be taken up was a general ap- 


the rates. of postage had been made the special order 
of the day, without excepting Fridays or Satur- | 


days. 


o 


49 
into Committee of the Whole on the private cal- 
endar. If that motion should fail, the next motion 
would be oy going into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. If the latter motion 
should prevail, the committee would of course 
give preference to any special orders. 

Mr. HUNT inquired of the Speaker whether it 
was in order to move that one hour be given to the 
reception of reports from committees ? 7 

The SPEAKER said, No. That was the regular 
order of business. The other motions had the 
priority And the Speaker stated the question. 

A brief conversation followed between the 
SPEAKER and Mr. TOOMBS. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Rocx weit 
was then taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar. 


a 
The question recurred on 


the motion of Mr. 
Bi rLeR, that the House resolve itself into Come 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and, being taken, the vote stood—ayes 95, noes 
not counted. 

THE rRE 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Canent, 
of Florida, in the chair.) 

Mr. VIN'TON moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to provide for earry- 
ing into execution, in part, the twelfth article of 
the treaty with Mexico, concluded at Gaudalupe 
Hidalgo. 

Mr. GOGGIN said that the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage had been made the special order 
of the day for the first Wednesday in January, 
and for every succeeding day until disposed of, 
without excepting Fridays and Saturdays. It 
stood upon the calendar asa special order, next 
to the bill reported by the gentleman from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Rockwex1.] to provide for the estab- 
lishmentot'a board of claims. The latter bill had 
been disposed of. He (Mr. G.) therefore moved 
that the House take up the postage bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS rose to a question of order. He 
submitted that the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was not in order, because it 
was not in the power of the committee to take up 
that bill. ‘here were two or three special orders, 
and the committee was bound to take up the busi- 
ness in the order in which it had been referred go 
it. This Mexican treaty bill was rot a general 
appropriation bill; it was a bill to carry into effect 
the provisions of the treaty, and the rule related 
exclusively to general appropriation bills. It was 
not competent for the committee to take up any 
bill, except in the order in which it was referred 
to it. The first bill was the postage bill; the next 
the bill reported by the gentieman from Louisiana; 
and the next the territorial bills. The committee 
could not change this order of business, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. VINTON said he had no doubt about this 
bill being a general appropriation bill. The rule of 
House which required the Committee of Ways the 
and Means to draw up appropriation bills, and to 
report separate bills for treaties, showed that the 
bill was of that character. It might be in the 
power of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
feport the whole appropriations all in one bill. Tn- 
stead of that, the attention of the House was drawn 
to particular branches, the appropriation bills being 
divided. Kor instance: the committee reported a 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy at West Point; but that was 
just as much a general appropriation bill as though 
it were reported for objects of a dozen different 
descriptions. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a questton of or- 
der. He submitted that the question before the 
committee, being one of priority of busines, was 
not debatable. The Chair must make a decision, 
and, if am appeal was taken, the House must de- 
cide. He had never heard of a question of priority 
of business being debatable. 

The CHALRMAN said the question was not 


MEXICAN ATY. 


: ; | debatable. 
mittee must decide what business should be taken || 


And he decided that the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was in order; and that 


| propriation, relating to one particular branch of 


the public service. It was contained in the gen-' 


| eral estimates, and was as much a general appro- 


he SPEAKER, The first question is on going |} priation bill as any other appropriation bill. 
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Mr. KAUFM AN called for the reading of the 
rule; which was read. . 

Mr. TOOMBS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. He did not deny, he said, that this 
was an appropriation bill, but he denied that it 
was a general appropriauon bill. : 

The rule applicable to bills making appropria- 
tions for treaties was then read. 

Aftera brief conversation between Mr. TOOMBS 
and the CHAIRMAN a 

The question, ‘“Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 82, noes 34% 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. GOGGIN. The question now is, whether 
the commitiee will take up the bill? That motion 
Is pending. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question, on 
the motion of Mr. Vinton 

Tellers were ordered, viz: Messrs. Pourock and 


MecCrietianpn, who (the question having been 
taken) announced ayes 68, 


So the c« mmittee agree ij to take up the bill to 


noes 60. 


provide for carrying into execution, in part, the 
12th article of the treaty with Mexico, concluded 
at Gaudalupe Hidalgo. ‘ 

The bill h ving 

Mr. STARK WEATHER obtained the floor. 

Mr. ROOT appealed to the genticman from New 
York to yield him the floor a moment, to enable 
him to propound a question to the chairman of the 
Committee of Wa and Means. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER having y 

Mr. ROOT said he would be obliged to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Vinron,] if he would indice ite to the com- 
mittee at what time he [Mr. V.] would move his 
gag resolution, [le would like to know at what 
time the gentleman propose d to stop the debate, so 
that the committee could run this discussion—if it 
was desirable to have one—into the evening a little. 

Mr. VINTON, in reply, stated that this was an 
appropriation which necessai ily involved the whole 
question respecting California and New Mexico. 
It was not hisjintention to close the debate upon this 
bill until gentlemen had the opportunity to express 
their views concerning the questions involved. 

it would, however, be remarked, that there was 
one other appropriation bill which had not yet 
been acted upon by the Elouse. ‘There was an- 
other appropriati yn bill which had come back 
from the Senate with a very large amendment. 
The civil and diplomatic bill had also received, he 
learned, large amendments in the Senate; and what 
amendments might be made to the naval appropri- 
ation bill, he did not know. ‘The House would 
see, therefore, that the bills which had gone out 
of the [louse, when they came back would neces- 
sarily occupy conside rable time of the House. 

He proposed, in order to meet the views of the 
committee generally, to close this debate, say on 
Tuesday or Wednesday next; and in the mean 
time he would suggest that it might be as well that 
gentlemen should come here and have two or three 
evening sessions. 

Mr. ROOT, (ia his seat.) Say Wednesday, at 
two o'clock. 

Mr. VINTON said he would propose, as that 
was suggested, that this debate be closed on Wed- 
nesday next, at two o’clock—or rather, as that mo- 
tion could not be made here, he would give notice 
that when he had a proper opportunity to do it, he 
would hereafter offer a proposition to close the de- 
bate on Wednesday next, at two o’clock; and, in 
the mean time, he would suggest that, by general 
consent—if gentlemen were prepared with their 
speeches—they have an evening session to-day, 
and that the House take a recess. 

{Cries of ** Agreed! agreed !’’] 

Mr. STARKWEATHER then resumed the 
floor, and proceeded to address the committee at 
length. 

Mr. WILSON next obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee at length upon the general 
subject of slavery, as connected with the political 
affairs of the country. 

Mr. W. having concluded— 

Mr. BEDINGER obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee in a speech vindicating the 
South and her institutions from attacks which had 
been made upon them, and replying to remarks of 
several gentlemen who had previously spoken on 
the subject of slavery. [These Speeches will be 
found in the App ndix ] 


read through— 


been 
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THE CONGRES 


Mr. BUCKNER next obtained thé floor, and 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise; which 
prevailing— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


¢ 


Mr. WENTWORTH 
take a recess to five o’clock. 
On motion, the House adjourned. 7 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of David Keith, and one 
hundred and forty-four others, eiuzens of Missours, praying 
the establisbivent of military posts in California to protect 
emigrants, traders, and miners, in their legitimate occupa 


tious. Also, the petition of Henry C. Lynch, and forty mine 
others, citizens of Vir-soun, with tie hke prayer. Also, the 
petition of Volney C. Music, and sixty others, citizens of 


Missouri, with the like prayer, for military posts in Califor- 
nia 

by Mr. SAWYER: The petitiowof Wim. Kingsbury and 
others, of Maumee city, Oluo, praying Congress to extend 
the laws and protection of the United States over California 
and New Mexico. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of fowa: The memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Lowa, praying tor the estab- 
liftinent of a line of forts on the route to Oregon, north of 
tie Great Photte river. Also the juint resoiution of the 


same body for adil route from Sabula, in Jackson county, 
via Van Buren, Amoy, Andrew Hasau’s Mills, Otter creek, 
Garry Owen’s, Thomas MecAnally’s, to Caseade, in Jones 


eounly 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The pctition of Orange Walker and 
110 citizens of ihe United States, residing in Wiseonsin 
‘Territory, praying the construction of aroad from St. Louis 
river to Lake Superior, to Fort Snelling, or vicinity, and 
Point Douglass, via Stillwaier, on the Mississippi river. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petinon of Joseph 
H. Mora, W. W. Divina, and Thoinas J. Napier, asking pay- 
ment for horses lost by them in the Mexiean war. 

By Mr. BARROW: The petiuion of John Uill for a pen- 
sion 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetis: The petition of 
36 citizens of Cummington, Massachusetts, tor cheap post- 
ge. the abolition of the franking privilege, &c. 

By Mr. YPROHM: A petition signed by citizens of Le- 
high county, Pennsylwania, praying fura modification of the 
existing revenue laws. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey : The petition of Wil- 
liam Haretton and forty other citizens, of the county of 
Gloucester, New Jersey, asking Congress for a change of 
the Constitution or otherwise, to Lake such measures as will 
cither abolish slavery throughout the United States, or re- 
lieve the people of New Jersey from the responsibility of 
aiding in its support. Also, the petition of Aaron Barton 
and forty-five other citizens, of the county of Gloucester, 


SIONAL GLOBE 


moved that the House | 


New Jersey, asking Congress to pass a law for the imine- | 


diate abolition of slavery and the slave wadein the District 
of Columbia. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of E. Gorham, jr. and 141 
other citizens, of Wilmington, Vermont, for a inail route 
from Wilmington by West Dover and Wardsboro’ to West 
Wardsboro’, Vermont. Also, the petition of W. H. Jones 
and seventy other citizens, of Dover, Vermont, for a mail 
route. Also, the petition of Levi Fitts and fifty other citi- 
zens of Ward-bore’, Vermont, for a mail route. 

By Mr. DARLING: The petition of one hundred inhabit- 
ants of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, asking for the reduction of 
the rates of letter postage to a uniform system of two cents 
each. 

By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of R. F. Powell and 
other citizens of Towanda, Pennsylvania, for the freedom 
of the public lands to actual settlers, and to them only. Also, 
the petition of A. Elmore and other citizens of Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the penalty of 
death. Also, the petition of L. C. Pettengi!! and other citi- 
zens of Oisego county, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BIRDSALL: The petition of E. P. Beecher, and 
fifty others, inhabitants of Plymonth, Chenango county, 
New York, in favor of cheap postage. 


IN SENATE. 
Satunpay, February 17, 1849. 





The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 


a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report from the Superintendent 


of the Coast Survey, in compliance with a resolu- | 


tion of the Senate in relation to surveys of the 


coast of Florida, its reefs and shoals; which was |; 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a number of peti- | 


tions, praying for the abolition of slavery, the 
question on the reception of which was raised and 
laid on the table. 

Mr. C. presented a petition from citizens of 


Feb. 17, 


he is the proprietor; which was referre 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from Will; 
Chapman, a soldier in the late ®ar wit) Grew 
Britain, asking to be allowed a pension: w) a 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of Evel 
Porter, widow of the late Commodore Porter _ 
ing fora pension of five years in conseque a 
the death of her husband from the effects of won 
and sickness received and contracted wh; 
line of his duty in the naval service of the Unis 
States; which was referred to the Commit, a 
Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of 

vens & Ellison, and other citizens of the Up ted 
States, praying protection against a foreign infra 
tion of their rights in a patent for a machine so, 
turning and cutting irregular: pieces; a 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. W. also presented a petition from citizens 

of Monroe county, New York, asking the engu 
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ment of a law for the protection of Amerieay jy. 
ventors against foreien infractions of their natent 

Patent 


rights; which was referred to the commitiee ¢ 
Patents. % 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition from ¢j:. 
izens of Arkansas, asking for the adoption of meas. 
ures for the construction of a railroad from Mey. 
phis, Tennessee, to the Pacific; which was laid yp 
the table. 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial from Jesse 
E. Dow and others, proposing to open a route 
the Pacific Ocean by means of a plank road over 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, on condition that the 
United States will authorize them, for reasonabje 
consideration, to transport the mailsand other prop. 
erty of the Government over said road; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to establish 
a mail route between such point in the vailey of 
the Mississippi, and such point in California, on 


‘ the Pacific Ocean, as the President of the United 


States may direct; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Maria ‘Taylor, which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Commitice on 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of Thos. 
B. Gamage, and moved that it be now considered; 


| which was agreed to. 


The bill was then read a first and second time, 
was considered, and afterwards read a third ume 
and passed. . 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported, without amendment— 

House bill for the relief of Christopher H. Pix, 
of Texas; and 

House bill for the relief of Staunton W. Gaar. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Con- 
merce, reported a bill to authorize a selection of a 
part of Rock Island, in the Mississippi river, lor 
the site of a marine hospital and for other pur 
poses; which was read a first time, and ordered t 
a second reading. 

ALIEN PAUPERS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Wes- 
STER On the Sth instant, was taken up for considera 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law for the taking of proper 
security on the arrival of alien passengers in the \ mited 
States who are diseased, or impoiept, or paupers, or likely 
to become paupers, that such alien fancengers shall not be- 
come a public charge for support und maintenance, eithe! 
in the ports and places at which they may arrive, or 10 any 


|, other part of the United States to which they may proceed. 


Pennsylvania, asking that the price of the mineral | 


lands of the United States may be reduced to the 


minimum standard of other public lands; which || 


was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. C. presented several petitions from citizens 


of Pennsylvania, praying for an alteration in the | 
patent laws; which was referred to the Committee || 


on Patents. 
Mr. C, presented a petition from William Greer, 


| asking the patronage of the Government to a work 


j ; 





Mr. WEBSTER, aftera brief explanation, mod 
fied his resolution by adding the following words: 

And that the Secretary of the Senate cause to be printed, 
as soon as may be, the opinions of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in the case lately deoiies © 
Smith and Turner and Norris vs. the City of Boston, tor 
use of the Senate. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, ; 
Ordered, That the report of the Commissioner of the a 
| eral Land Office, under date of February 11, 1849, be ar 
with the annual report of said Conuugssioner, as an appel 


entitled the ‘* Mirror of the Patent Office,” of which || to the same; and that 3,000 extra copies of his last anuual 
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wort. with this appendix, be printed for the use of the 
a oS ¥) copies thereof for the use of the General Land 

ie’. 
: ACTION ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. HALE moved that the following resolution, 

eubmitted by him yesterday, be taken up for con- 
.ideration, and the motion was agreed to—ayes 20, | 
noes }4: ~. 
1 Resolved, That on Thursday next, when the Senate take 
ye calendar of private bills, those bills to the passage of 
which no objection shall then be made, shall be first con- 
sidered and disposed of. é 

The question being taken on postponing the prior 
orders to proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
tation, it was agreed to. 
~ Mr. UPHAM moved to amend, by striking out 
the words “ give rise to no debate,’’ and insert 
«hills of the other House.’? He thought it the 
duty of the Senate to act upon bills which had 
already passed the House, instead of spending the 
time of the Senate in acting upon bills which could 
not, in consequence of the short remaining time of 
ihe session, get through the other House, even if 
passed here. 

Mr. HALE hoped that the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont would not prevail; for if it 
did, it would in a great measure defeat the object 
of the resolution. A debate would be as likely to 
spring up on a House bill as on a Senate bill.- If 
the amendment should pass, it would nullify the 
whole effect of the resolution, which was, to pre- 
yent debate. There was another thing he would 
mention in relation to this resolution; and that was, 
that it was a copy, word for word, from a resolu- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said there were 
a number of private bills, to some of which there 
could be no objection whatever, and the new bills 
it would be too late to take up at all. He hoped, 
therefore, that the amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the amendment will not 
prevail. ‘There are many bills relating to the pay- 
ment of claims which are acknowledged to be due, ' 
and to which nobody can object; and then there 
are many House bills that will still be passed of a 
similar character, as well as many granting pen- 
sions, growing out of disabilities incurred iy the | 
late war with Mexico. It is extremely important 
that these bills should be passed, and [| hope the 
honorable Senator from Vermont [Mr. Urnam] 
will withdraw his amendment in order that [ may 
move an amendment to the resolution, by striking 
outall after the word “ Resolved,’’ and inserting 
a provision that the Senate shall consider private 
bills on Thursday and Friday. And I hope, also, 
that we may have night sessions. There is a diffi- 
cully in the way of the pending resolution, since 
any gentleman who desires to defeat a bill may 
object to it, simply on the ground that it will cause 
debate, and thus have it passed over. If any bill 
shall come up that is bay to cause debate, I think 
that difficulty can be removed, for it may be passed 
over by general consent of the Senate, as is often 
done. Some very just bill may come up that will 
require a slight explanation, or a few amendments; 
and if that resolution should pass, it will be im- 
proper to take it up, because it will produce dis- 
cussion. I hope, therefore, that both Thursday 
and Friday may be devoted to bills of this charac- 
ter. Lam satisfied that there are many just and | 
equitable bills in favor of individuals, and it is due | 
to them that they should be no longer deprived of 
their just rights. Some of these bills have been 
long on the calendar; and if we go on in the man- | 
ner that we have, since we commenced the consider- | 
ation of these private bills, we shall not reach these | 
cases during the present session of Congress; and, 
besides, many of those men who have been disabled 
in the late war, who are actually in a starving con- | 
dition, will have no relief. 

Mr. UPHAM. I moved this amendment be- 
cause I did not suppose that any new bill from the 
Senate would receive the action of the House; they 
will stand so low on the calendar that they will not 
be reached during the present session. But if the 
Senator prefers it, [ am willing to adopt the other 
course, and accept of his amendment to set apart 
Thursday and Friday of next week for the consid- | 


eration of private bills. I will, therefore, withdraw 
my amendment. 
Mr. BENTON. I wish to remind the Senate 
that we have a joint rule, the object of which is to 
prevent the endian of any new bill to either House | 
during the last three days of the session. The ob- i 


Ject of that rule was to procure the proper consid- |) 


upt 
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| dient to adopt it. 


eration of all bills passed by each House, and if 
the small bills of the character that has been named 
were called up on those days they could not be 
passed then. And here I would say, that in the 
thirty years that I have been a member of the Sen- 
ate, I have never known private bills get on so 
badly as they have this session, while we are try- 
ing to pass rules to reculate our action in relation 
to them. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, | move to amend 
the resolution by inserting Thursday and Friday. 
[ agree that we have not made much progress with 
private bills, and that there are very many bills 
relating to those engaged in the late war that we 
ought to attend to, and which I hope will receive 
early consideration. In regard to the joint rule 
which has been alluded to, it should be borne in 
mind that we have a week after Thursday and 
Friday next; and I think we shall but conform to 
the usual practice by suspending that rule. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I hope the 
amendment will not prevail. ‘There are not only 
several individuals, buta whole community suiler- 
ing for want of relief. I trust, sir, that the con- 
sideration of the Senate is not to be eiven to a few 
individuals, while we do nothing for the relief of 
large communities. 

In the new Territory of California, there are 
thousands, perhaps a hundred thousand, now suf- 
fering for the want of our action here. They are 
without a government, and the consequence is, 
that we find murder, arson, and every species of 
crime that can be inflicted upon a community, 
committed with impunity, and we are making no 
attempt to afford them relief. And now we find the 
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proposition to give away two days of the coming , 


week, when the effect may be to deny any action 
for the good of the people of the Territories. 1 
hope we shall first get through with public busi- 
ness, and especially that which appeals not only 
to justice, but to humanity; for our brethren are 
being murdered, and that, too, for the want of law. 
The inhabitants of California are given up to every 
sort of crime and outrage, in consequence of the 
neglect of our duty. I hope we shall postpone the 
prior orders of the day, to attend to providing a 
government for California. I submit that motion, 
and ask upon it the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I do not understand that 
there is a bill of that kind before the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If my motion prevails, the 
bill can be taken up, and we can move any amend- 
ment that is desired. I care not in what shape the 
bill comes up, whether on the question of Terri- 
torial or State government; all I ask is, that we 
give the people there some safe government; all I 
ask is action, and I will cheerfully vote for any bill 
approved by a majority of the Senate. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, | entirely 
concur, so far as my experience goes, in the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
{[Mr. Benron,] that never has so little been done 
in the way of disposing of private bills as since we 
set apart a day expressly for their consideration; 
and I think the worst thing we could do would be 
to fix two days for this purpose. 

I think we should take up the bill which we have 
commenced, the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and that the best thing we can do is to proceed 
sedulously to its conclusion; and I believe that after 
the consideration of that bill, every other appro- 
priation bill could be taken up and finished in one 
singleday. Now, if we cannot finish the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill to-day, let us deter- 
mine to finish it on Monday, or, if necessary, 
continue the consideration of it till it is finished, 
and then take up private: bills. 
have some time which we can devote to bills both 
of a public and private nature. 

We are taking up measures too far in advance, 
and wasting time upon them. Why should we 
pass this resolution now? The state of things may 
be such next week that we shall not deem it expe- 


before we shall finish the civil and diplomatic 
ap yropriation bill, what will be the result? The 
bills passed in the last days of the session by the 
House must be excluded by the appropriation 
bills; and we shall leave those private bills that 
come from the House untouched, because the 


appropriation bill must receive the attention of the | 


Senate. I hope the resolution will not be adopted; 
and that we may proceed to business, I move that 
it lie on the table. 


We shall then | 


If we go on with private bills | 
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The question being taken upon the motion to lay 

the resolution upon the table, it was agreed to. 
BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. KING, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill go extend the pro- 
visions of the act approved the 3d of March, 1847, 
for carrying into effect the existing compacts with 
the States of Alabama and Mississippi with regard 
to the five per cent. fund and school reservations; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. K. asked the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to the consideration of the bill at this time. 

Objection being made, the bill was referred to 
the Committee on Public lands. 

Mr. BORLAND, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained to introduce a bill for thé further 
relief of the widows and orphans of the officers 
and soldiers engaged in the late war with Mexico; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOUSTON, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing the 
Galveston and Red River Railroad Company to 
construct and extend a railway to the coast cf the 
Pacific Ocean, in California; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Cominittee on 
‘Territories. 


) 
cave 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM THE HOUSE. 


A joint resolution from the House, authorizing 
a settlement of the accounts of Thomas M. Howe, 
late pension agent at Pittsburg, upon equitable 
principles, was read a first and second time. 

Mr. STURGEON moved the consideration of 
the joint resolution at this time; and the motion 
being agreed to— 

The bill was considered, read a third time, and 
passed, 

A joint resolution for the purchase of copies of 
the General Navy Register; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colonel Francis Vigo; which was read a first 
and second tme, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 7 

A bill to establish a Home Department, and to 

| provide for the ‘Treasury Department an Assistant 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury and a Commissioner of 
Customs, was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, asked to be ex- 
cused from serving on the select committee ap- 
pointed yesterday, on his motion, on the subject 
of the petition of J. N. Rogers. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Jonnson 


was excused, and Mr. Firzparaick was appointed 
to fill the vacancy. 


BURIAL GROUND IN MEXICO. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the consideration 
of the following joint resolution introduced by him 
yesterday: 

Resolved, &c., That the President be requested, by nego. 
tiation with the Government of Mexico, to secure a suitable 
burying-ground in the vicinity of the city of Mexico, in 
which those citizens of the United States who have hereto- 
fore died, or may hereafter die in Mexico, may be perma- 
nently interred. 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, autho- 
rized to use, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of ten thousand dollars in purchasin 
and improving any ground which may be ceded or canveped 
to the Government of the United States for the purpose men- 
tioned in the preceding resolution. 


Mr. ATHERTON said that the chairman of the 
Military Committee was not in his place, and he 
hoped that the resolution would not be then taken 
up. He would have no objection to taking it u 
for the purpose of referring it to the Military Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (epming in at this 
— said he would object to its reference to the 
“Military Committee. Te could see no connection 
between the subject and the Military Commitee 
It seemed to him rather to have reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. ‘There were others 

of their dead lying unburied on Mexican ground 
besides at the city of Mexico, and he did not see 
why they should designate one battle-field to the 
/ exclusion of others. He thought that the refer- 
ence of the subject should be made to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. The subject had been 
brought to his notice some time ago, and he had 


|| opposed its reference to the Military Commitiec. 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD had no objection to that 


reference, but thought it might be the most proper 


reference to be made. He had po objection to 


extending the resolution so as to embrace other | 


battle-fields in Mexico besides that at the city. 


Mr. DAVIS said that the object of the resolution | 


could only be attained by a negotiation through 
the United States minister in Mexico. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
that effect, and negotiations could be commenced 
for other pl ices besides that at the cily of Mex- 
ico. 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


‘The resolution was to | 


He would move the reference of the subject | 


The joint resolution was then referred to the | 


Committee on Foreign Relations. 
CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS that he should, 
on Monday and every succeeding day, move the 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
for the admission of California into the Union. 

CIVIL AND 


notice 


rave 


DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill | 


Making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 


service of the United States for the year ending | 


30th June, Te50. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the appropriation of 182,000 for the 
coast survey, and inserting “the sum of $30,000; 
and from and after the 30th day of June, 1849, 
the said survey shall be carried on exclusively by 
the Navy Department, under the direction of the 
President of the United States.’”’ 

Mr. BENTON spoke at length in support of his 
amendment, 

Mr. PEARCE opposed it, and vindicated the 
[These Speeches of Mr. Ben- 
von and Mr. Pearce will be found in the Appen- 
dix. ] 

The Senate then adjourned. 


eXisline system. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sarurpay, February 17, 1849. 


‘he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


On motion of Mr. NICOLL, it was 
Ordered, That Samuel A. Lawrence have leave to with 
draw trom the files of the House the papers relating to the 


application of Major Janes Green, of the revolutionary army, 
for a pousion, 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Va., it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the petition and papers of F. Coberly. 

Thereupon the petition and papers were deliv- 
ered to Mr. Brown. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for 


the regular 


order of business—the call of committees for re- | 


v0rls, 

The SPEAKER said, that was not the business 
in order this morning, 
ever, proceed to call the committees by general 
consent. 
CHARGES AGAINST THE 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. FRIES, from the select committee appointed 
to inquire into and fully investigate the course pur- 
sued by the Cemmissioner of Indian Affairs, in the 
administration of his official duties, and especial!y 
in the charges made and preferred in debate by 


The Chair woukl, how- | 


COMMISSIONER OF | 


the Hon. T. L. Ciincman, made a report thereon | 


In writing; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to provide 
for the payment of the expenses of the delegation 
of the Chippewa Indians to the seat of Govern- 
ment and home again, was read twice, when— 

On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, it was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

GALLERIES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. TURNER asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized and 
empowered to employ an experienced police officer to attend 


the galleries of this House during Ure remainder of the ses 
BION. 


Mr. BRODHEAD objected. 
Mr. TURNER. I hope it will not be objected 
to until | have made an explanation. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I object to it. 


an officer. 
So the resolution was not received. 


%- ) I object to | 
the gentleman's explaining. We do not want such || 


| 
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DEBATE ON THE TREATY BILL. 
Mr. VINTON moved the following resolution: 
Resolved, That aildelate on House bill No. 648 shall cease 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
Wednesday next, at two o'clock, p. m.; and said committee 


shall then proceed to such amendments as may be oifered 
to said bill. 


Mr. V. said he did not propose to call the previous 
question upon the passage of the resolution. He 
would simply say, that he did not think the busi- 
ness of the House would justify the continuance 
of the debate beyond the time named in that reso- 
lution. He would leave it to the House to decide. 


Mr. TOOMBS moved to strike out ** Wednes- | 


day,’’ and insert ** Monday.”’ 

He said there were a large number of bills press- 
ing the HLlouse—there were now Ulrree or four spe- 
cial orders; and if they continued the debate upon 
this bill until Wednesday, it would be impossible 


for the House to do the necessary business before it. | 
Let this debate be closed on Monday, and let the | 
other measures be debated as they come up, which | 
He hoped the | 


House would agree to-strike out ** Wednesday,” | 


was the more appropriate way. 


and insert * Monday.”’ 

Mr. T. asked for tellers on the amendment, who 
were ordered, viz: Mr. ‘Toomss and Mr. Nico, 
who reported—ayes 68, noes 43; but 

Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 82, 
nays 73. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution as amended, and it 
was adopted. 

So the House decided that all debate on the said 
bill should terminate on Monday next, at 2 0’clock. 

Mr. TOOMBS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

OTHER BUSINESS. 
Mr. DUNN, by leave, presented joint resolu- 


tions of the Legislature of the State of Indiana in | 


relation to postage on newspapers and public doc- 


uments; which were laid upon the table, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 
By unanimous consent, the House proceeded to 
the consideration of the message from the Senate, 


insisting upon their disagreement to the amend- | 


ments of the House to the bill of the Senate enti- 
tled * An act for the relief of the personal repre- 
sentatives of William A. Slacum, deceased,’’ and 
asking a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses: ‘Thereupon, it was 

Resolved, That the House du agree to the conference asked 
by the Senate. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, under the rule, gave notice 
of a motion for leave to introduce a bill to require 
the heads of bureaus and other officers at the seat 
of Government, in examining and deciding upon 
claims arising out of the late war with Mexico, to 
give preference and priority in such examination 
to those belonging to and preferred by widows and 
orphans, or their agents. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the private calendar. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker whether 
it would be in order to move that, after to-day, the 
regular hour of the meeting of this House should 


| be eleven o'clock ? 


The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
received by general consent. But the gentleman 
might move, that when the House adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next, at eleven o’clock; 
and on Monday it would be in order to make such 
a motion as the gentleman had indicated. 

Mr. ASHMUN. And that that be the regular 
hour of meeting? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can make that 
motion on Monday. The gentleman can move the 
other motion for one day, and no more. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Rockwett; and being decided 
in the negative, the House refused to go into com- 
mittee on the private calendar. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 


the motion of Mr. Bropueap, and was decided in 
the affirmative. 





| North Plains, in the county of lonia. 


| Bradford and 
| an extra allowance for services rendered to the 











Feb. 19, 
THE TREATY WITH MEXIco. ' 
Sothe House resolved itself into Committes f th 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cant ie 
Florida, in the chair,) and resumed the consi ’ 4 
tion of the bill to provide for carrying into oer <4 
tion, in part, the twelfth article of the Treat ~ th 
Mexico, concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, re 
The debate was continued by Messrs. BUCK 
NER, STEPHENS, LAHM, WILMOT. yy. 
CLELLAND, THOMPSON of Keatucky, JE \. 
KINS, ROCK W ELL of Connecticut, . FICK. 
LIN, CRISFIELD, GIDDINGS, BRIDGES 
and NEWELL. [These Speeches will be found 
in the Appendix. | 
Si DONNELL obtained the floor, and yield. 
ed— ° , 


And, on motion, the committee rose, and at 95 


| minutes past 10 o’clock— 


The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorial we 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. PALF EY: The petition of J. M. McKim and 
156 others, chuzens of Philadelphia and its Vicinity, praying 
Congress to take measures to abolish slavery throughout the 
United States, or to relieve the people of Peousylvania trom 
responsibility therefor. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Joseph Tomlinson 
and 257 other men and women, inhabitants of the State of 
Pennsylvania, asking Congress to pass a law for the imme. 
diate abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. > 

By Mr. KENNON: The petition of Gideon Seymour and 
SL other citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, praying Congress 
to establish a cheap rate of postage, and to abolish the frank. 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Noah Fowler and 
fifty others, citizens of Cambridge and White Creek, Wash. 
ington county, New York, praying for a uniform rate of 
postage, and reduction to two cents per half ounce, and for 


re presented 


| the entire repeal of the franking privilege, &e. 


By Mr. GOTT: The petition of citizens of Onondaga 
eounty, New York, praying for an increase of the pension 
of David Montgomery. 

By Mr. COLLINS ¥ The memorial of J. T. Alden and 
one hundred and five other citizens of St. Lawrence county, 
New York, for the reduction of the rates of postage, and te 


‘ abolition of the franking privilege. 


ee McILVAINE: The petition of Nathan Evans and 
ou@#hundred and seventy-eight other men and women of 


| Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
| slave trade in the District of Columbia, and the prohibition 
| of slavery in all the ‘Territories of the United States. 


By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of citizens 
of Kent and Tonia counties, Michigan, for a mail route from 
Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent, to Lyons, in the county 
of lonia, by the way of Plainfield, Cannonsburg, and Grat- 
tan, in the county of Kent, and Otisco, Wheatland, and 
Also, the petition of 
G. 8. Isham and others, citizens of Michigan, praying that 
Congress will make to bim certain grants of land, at certain 
points between Fort Independence and San Francisco, and 
furnish a military force at such point, upon the conditions 


| therein stated. 


IN SENATE, — 
Monnay, February 19, 1849. 
Mr. DIX presented a petition from a number of 


citizens, praying for the amendment of the patent 


laws; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Patents. 


Mr. D. also presented a petition from a number 
of citizens of New York, praying for a reduction 
and a uniform rate of postage, the abolition of the 
franking privilege, &c.; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. D. also presented 2 from Duncan 


. Sydney Henshaw, praying for 


United States as professors of mathematics in the 
navy; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


Mr. D. also presented a petition from the pilots 


' of Hurl Gate and a number of masters of vessels, 


praying that the light at Sands Point, Long Island, 
may rot be discontinued; which was reterred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from A. 
B. Ralph and other citizens of the United States, 
asking that military escorts be placed on the route 
from the valley of the Mississippi to California; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a pe- 
tition from citizens of Massachusetts, praying for 
a reduction of the rates of postage; which was fal 
on the table. , 

Mr. D. also presepted a petition from the Presi- 
dent of Amherst College, Massachusetts, praying 
that a new edition of the narrative of the Explor- 
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Expedition may be published and 


ee 
—— 
ee 


o ng the colleges and other public institutions of 
the Union; which was referred to the Committee 
an the Library, and ordered to be printed. 
: Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition from citizens 
of Indiana, praying for the establishment of a post 
ofice at Ransom’s Store, in Blackford county, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 4 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Indiana, asking the establishment ofa mail route 
from Smithfield to Montpelier, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Ee 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from the 
eval representatives of Henry Pawling, an officer 
in the revolutionary army; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


ame 


Mr. KING presented a petition from John C. || 


=; 
4 


riddle, D. H. Carter, and E. Simmonds, offering 
to construct a turnpike and to transport supplies, 
the mails, &c., for the use of the Government, over 
the Isthmus of Panama, for a sum not exceeding 
412.000 per annum; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented some additional papers in 
relation to the claim of Thomas Snodgrass; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


FLORIDA RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. YULEE presented certain resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of the State of Florida, in 
relation to the question of slavery, and expressive 
of their determination to coéperate with her sister 
States of the South im the event of any action of 
Congress adverse to the interests of the South. 

Mr. YULEE addressed the Senate in relation to 
these resolutions. 

Mr. WESTCOTT followed in a series of re- 
marks. 

(For these speeches see Appendix.] 

The resolutions were then read, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
epetitions of Thomas P. Harrison and A. T. H. 
Duvall were taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Ofice and Post Roads, reported the bill for the 
relief of Samuel T. Butterworth, without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the bill for the relief of 
Charles McLane, of. Missouri, without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported the bill for the relief of Mary G. Leverett, 
without amendment. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, asked that the Committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Thomas Snodgrass, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Claims; which motion was 
agreed to, 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Julia Martin; and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, moved 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John Collins; and 
the motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Y., John Collins had leave 
granted to withdraw his papers. 


COAST SURVEY IN FLORIDA. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 1,000 addi- 
tional copies of the communication of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, transmitting a report on the 
subject of the operations of the Coast Survey on 
the coast of Florida, were ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

NOTICE. 
_ Mr. DIX gave notice of his intention to bring 
ina bill to continue the light on Sands Point, in 
Long Island. 
JOINT RESOLUTION FROM THE HOUSE. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives directing that the Government of Russia 
be supplied with certain volumes of the Narrative 
of the Exploring Expedition was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 





distributed 


RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr. NILES, with the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill for the relief of Henry Vincent, administrator 
of the estate of James Le Caze, was rejected on the 
Qist of December last. The motion hes over. 

RESOLUTION, 
Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution, 


| which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire whether the laws regulating the coasting trade 
do not require amendment or alteration to méet the case of 


| Vessels sailing to our Pacific coast. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to postpone the prior 
orders, and to take up the bill for the admission of 
California into the Union, and asked for the yeas 
and nays on the motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he hoped the special or- 


| der would be proceeded with; for if the bill men- 


tioned by the Senator were taken up it would lead 
to debate and no progress would be made, whereas 
the appropriation bill could be finished in a very 
short time, and it would then be time enough to 
proceed with other business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This appropriation bill has 
been before the Senate every day for a week past, 


| and the whole time has been taken up with the 
| discussion of amendments without being able to 
| get a vote, and I firmly believe that by continuing 


to debate that bill more legislation will be defeated 
than if we allow that to remain for the present and 
proceed with other business; and besides, there is 
no danger that the appropriation bill will be lost, 
and there is no immediate necessity for its passage. 
I do hope, therefore, that we will take up the Cal- 
ifornia bill, and fix upon some time at least at 
which we can act upon it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. A single word, sir. My pur- 
pose is to vote with the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance until this measure shall be completed. 
In my judgment it is the best way to get through 
with one thing at a time, and I will say, that if no 


| other Senator consumes more time than I shall in 





| progress. 


| Douglas, 


debating the bill, we shall be able to make rapid 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Breese, Bright, Dodge of Iowa, 
Downs, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hale, 
Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Jones, King, Sebastian, 
and Walker—16. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis uf Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Day- 
ton, Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Greene, Hamlin, Hunter, 


| Johnson of Georgia, Mason, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Upham, Webster, 


Westcott, and Yulee—5. 
So the motion to postpone was negatived. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic service of the United States. 

rhe question being on the motion of Mr. BEN- 
TON to strike out the clause appropriating $186,000 
for defraying the expenses of the coast survey, in- 
cluding compensation to the Superintendent and 
his assistants, and to insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: 

For survey of the coast of the United States the sum of 
$30,000; and trom and after the 0th day of June, 1849, the 
said survey shall be carried on exclusively by the Navy De- 
partinent, under the direction of the President of the United 
States— 

Mr. FOOTE, with the leave of the Senate, of- 
fered an amendment which he proposed to move, 
and which, without being read, was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON then opposed the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, spoke in favor of 
the present system. 

r. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, defended the 
reputation of Mr. Hassler, the late Superintendent 
of the Coast Survey. 

Mr. BENTON replied. 

Mr. PEARCE rejoined. 

After a few words from Mr. DAVIS, of Mis- 
sissippi— 

Mr. 


/ 


souri to withdraw his amendment, to enable him 
to submit one in its place, which provides that no 
erson shall be employed hereafter who shall not 
elong to the army or navy, when the situation 
can be filled by officers in the army or navy. 
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BRADBURY asked the Senator from Mis- | 


NS ee 
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Mr. BENTON withdrew his amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Brapsury was then 
submitted and rejected. 

Ata late hour, Mr. BADGER moved that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. A‘THERTON demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion; which were ordered, and being 
taken, the yeas were 28, the nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Bright, But 
ler, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mis- 
Dayton, Fitzpatrick, Greene, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, King, Mason, Miller, Niles, Pearce, 


Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Turney, Upham,Walker,West 
cou, and Yulee—2s 


NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Baldwin, Borland, Bradbury, 
Breese, Cameron, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, 
Downs, Feleh, Foote, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Jones, and Underwood—17. 

(The debate on the Coast Survey Bill will be 
fouud in the Appendix.} 

So the Senate adjourned. 


Sissipp, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 19, 1849. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS—CALIPORNIA 
AND NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to suspend the 


rules, to enable him to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the bills reported from the Committee on 
Territories to organize Territorial Governments in California 
and New Mexico, be made the special order imme diately 
alter the bill now under consideration of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, entitled “ A bill 
to provide for carrying into execution in part the 2th aruele 
of the treaty of Mexico” shall be disposed of, such special 
order to continue from day to day until said bilis shall be 
disposed of; and all previous special orders shall be post- 
poned until such bills shall be finally acted upon. 

The question being taken, the rules were sus- 
pended—two-thirds voting in the affirmative. 

‘The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. STANTON asked for the reading of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BURT demanded the yeas and nays on its 
adoption. 

Mr. VINTON said it was proper that he should 
n form the House that the bill making appropria- 
tions for the Post Office Department had not yet 
been acted upon by the House. He moved, there- 
fore, to except this bill; as he understood it, this 
resolution proposed to dispose of the Mexican 
treaty bill before the resolution took effect. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolution as it now stands would require a 
vote of two-thirds for its adoption; because by the 
rules of the House, the general appropriation bills 
(as, for example, the bill providing for the Post Of- 
fice Department) have priority over all other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. VINTON repeated his motion to amend the 
resolution, so as to except from its operation the 
bili appropriating for the Post Office Department. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, accepted the amend- 
ment as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Vinton] whether that bill (i. e. the post 
office bill) was the only general appropriation bill 
which had not yet been acted upon? 

Mr. V INTON. All the appropriation bills have 
ym this House except the Mexican treaty 

vill and the bill providing for the Post Office De- 
partment. But the Indian appropriation bill has 
been returned from the Senate with large amend- 
ments. The civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill will come back with amendments. It will, 
perhaps, be well enough to look into this resolu- 
tion, and see whether it will prevent our acting 
upon these bills until the Territorial bills are dis- 
posed of. The probability is, the civil and diploma- 
tic bill will come back with amendments, which 
will require one or two days further consideration. 

Mr. KAUFMAN suggested to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] so to frame his amend- 
ment as to except all the general appropriation 


| bills, whether they had passed this House or not. 


Mr. WENTWORTH said he did not see the 
necessity of taking up the time of this House by 
|| any discussion on this subject. He had been of 
|| the opinion for the last month that it was not the 
|| intention of the House to act upon these territorial 
|| bills at this session. It was.an old farce which 
|| they were playing here this morning, in order to 
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humbug the anti-slavery people of thé North. He 
understood, from what the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had said, that it was 
impossible to act upon these territorial bills at this 
session. He thought there was a disposition on 


NE eee 


the part of the House to create an impossibility to | 
He would stay here nights to act | 


act on them. 
onthem. Fe was notafraid of the slave question. 
Gentlemen might consider it necessary, in order 
to satisfy the people at home, to vote upon this 
resolution. But he informed the people now, that 
the territorial bills were not likely to be acted upon 
at this session, because there was a balance of 
power party among northern men on this floor, 
who were playing one game here, and another at 
home. To take up the bills, would be to expose 
their own course, 

Mr. BURT inquired whether the resolution was 
debatable ’ 

The SPEAKER. It is debatable within certain 
limits—upon the mere question of time. 

The Chair (the Speaker further stated) will 
call the attention of the House to the rule which 
was adopted at the commencement of the present 
BESSION: 

‘And no order of the House making a bill, report, or 
joint resolution, a special order of the day for any given 
day, shall entitle it to a preference over general appropria 
tion bills; but, notwithstanding such special order, the 
House, or the Committee of the Whole, may proceed to the 
consideration of such appropriation bills.” 

The Chair is of opinion that, under this rule, 
the resolution, as it now stands, will require a 
vote of two-thirds in order to give this bill prefer- 
ence over the general appropriation bills, whether 
in the House or returned with amendments from 
the Senate q 

Mr. STANTON inquired whether this resolu- 
tion could postpone the special order for to-mor- 
rowr 

The SPEAKER replied that it could, if it was 
adopted by a two-thirds vote. 

Mr. VINTON moved further to amend the res- 
olution by excepting all the general appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. ROOT said he supposed that they must pass 
the general appropriation bills asa matter of course. 
He believed they would be passed, though the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Suir] 
should prevail. He did not think the adoption of 
this resolution would prevent the passage of any 
of them. But it was due to the country that they 
should know whether this House was really going 
to act upon the ‘Territorial bills or not; and if they 
were to take any vote, if they were to pretend to 
do anything, let them do it effectually. * Let them 
not pass such a resolution as would seem to make 
these bills the special order of the day, but with 
such an exception as would defeat or prevent any 
action upon them. 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wentwortn] 
had said, from what he had seen, he did not be- 
lieve that the Territorial bills would be passed-—— 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (in his seat.) 
believe it. 

Mr. ROOT, (continuing.) That he [Mr. Wenr- 
wokTH] had not seen, on the part of the House, a 
disposition to act upon this bill. How that might 
be, he (Mr. R.) did not undertake tosay. He did 
say, however, that if they passed this resolution, 
with the exception which his colleague [Mr. Viy- 
ron} proposed, it was in fact saying, not that 
they would act upon the territorial bills, but that 
they would not act upon them. 

Mr. STANTON. Will it be in order to move 
that the bill which has been made the order of the 
day to-morrow be excluded from the operation of 
this resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order after the 
exception of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- 
TON] is disposed of. 1 understand the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has moved 
an exception in favor of all the general appropria- 
tion bills. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

After some conversation between Mr. STAN- 
TON, Mr. SMITH of Indiana, and the SPEAK- 
ER, the question was announced, first upon the 
amendment of Mr. Stanton to the amendment 
which proposed to except from the operation of the 
resolution the following bill, which had been made 
the special order for to-morrow, viz: “ An act to 
carry into effect certain stipulations of the treaty 


I do not 


, Out ‘eleven’? and inserting “ ten.” 
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between the United States and the Republic of 
Mexico of the 2d of February, 1848.”’ 

Mr. HENLEY called for the reading of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER inquired of the gen- 
tlemen from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] how many appro- 
priation bills there were yet unacted upon, and 
what were their names? 

Mr. VINTON replied that the Indian appropri- 
ation bill had come tack from the Senate, and was 
now before the House; the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill would come back, with large 
amendments; the army appropriation bill and the 
navy appropriation bill were not yet acted upon 
by the Senate; the bill providing for the Post Office 
Department had not yet been acted upon by this 
Llouse. 

The SPEAKER. 
been demanded. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER., I undertake to say 
that all these bills can be disposed of-—— 

[Cries of ** Order, order.’’| 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that | 
debate was not in order, the previous question 
having been moved. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered, (being first on the 
amendment of Mr. Sranron to the amendment.) 

The amendment to the amendment and the 
amendment were respectively rejected. 

The question was taken on the original resolu- 
tion, and the vote stood—yeas 139, nays 39. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ROOT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and that that motion be laid on the table. 

By general consent, it was ordered accordingly. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. HILLIARD, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a repurt of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, showing the operations, 
expenditures, and condition of that institution to 
the present time; which report was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GALLERIES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. TURNER asked leave to offer the follow- 

ing resolution: 


The previous question has 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized and 
empowered to employ an experienced police officer to attend 
the galleries_of this House during the remainder of the ses- 


Siloti. 

Mr. BRODHEAD objected to the resolution. 
There was, he said, no use In it. 
Mr. TURNER moved a suspension of the rules 

to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS inquired if a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
would take precedence ? 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Ulinois, [Mr. Turner,] being a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, would be first put. 

‘The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 

So the resolution was not introduced. 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS OF UNITED STATES. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, for the purpose of enabling him to offer 
the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to contract with Messrs. 
Bartlett and Weitord, of New York, publishers on behalf of 
the authors of the work on the Ancient Monuments of the 
United States, recently issued by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, for a suthcient number of the copies of the same, ac- 
companied by the supplementary memoir now in course of 
preparation, on the ancient remains in the State of New | 
York, as may be necessary to supply two copies to each 
member, one of which shall be deposited in some public 
library in each Congressional district, to be desiguated by 
the member representing the same; and that the cost of the 
above books, not to exceed eight dollars per volume, be paid 
out of the contingent fund of this House. i 

The question beigg put on the suspension of the 
rules, it was decided in the negative—two-thirds | 
not voung in favor thereof. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. MURPHY asked leave to offer the follow- 

ing resolution: 


Resolved, That from and after this day the House will meet | 
at cleven o’clock in the forenoon. 


Objection having been made, Mr. MURPHY 
moved a suspension of the rules. 
And two-thirds having voted therefor, the rules || 
were suspended. t 
And the resolution being before the House— 
Mr. TURNER moved to amend it by striking | 


; 


| 
‘ 


| the bill would be considered in 


! Feb. 19, 


The amendment was rejected. 
And the original resolution was adopted. 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS, 
Mr. McILVAINE, by unanimous co 
the Commitee on Indian Affairs, reported jac) 
the House, without amendment, the joint i pag 
tion of the Senate entitled “ Resolution to aa 
the expenses of certain Chippewa Indians “ 
their interpreter. * - 
The bill having been read by its title— 
Mr. McILVAINE said, thatas it was nec 
that the bill, if passed at all, should be passed jn, 
mediately, he would move a Suspension of the 
rules, so as to dispense with its reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of th. Unies 
The SPEAKER said, if there was no o| : 


nsent, from 


£ SSary 


ection, 
the House, wit} 
out going to the Committee of the Whole oy the 
state of the Union. « p 

No objection was made. 

Mr. McILVAINE moved the previous question 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he hoped the demand 
would not be sustained. The House ought to knoy 
whether this was ordered by the department. 

‘The demand for the previous question was. sec. 
onded. The main question was ordered, and (yp. 
der the operation of the previous question) the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. McILVAINE moved a reconsideration of 
the vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 


Mr. KAUFMAN, in pursuance of previous no 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a ii" 
of the following title: 

A bill to require the heads of bureaus and other 
officers at the seat of Government, in examining 
and deciding upon claims arising out of the late 
war with Mexico, to give preference and priority 
in such examination to those belonging to and pre- 
ferred by widows and orphans, or their agents, 

The bill having been read twice by its utle— 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he should ask the imme 
diate passage of the bill. We had just passed a 
bill in favor of the Chippewa Indians, and he 
hoped that the widows and orphans of those whe 
fell in the service of their country would not be 
forgotten by the Representatives of the American 
people. They had lost their all—their protectors 
and their friends. Many of them were poor, and 
suffering the inflictions of poverty and want. Will 
you deny them speedy and ample justice? They 


| have no influential friends to press their claims, 


and they may be crowded out of a consideration 
of their claims, even in their regular order, by the 
importunities of agents and others, pressing the 
demands of more fortunate and influential claim- 
ants against the Government. He demanded the 
previous question, 

The bill was read through; and, on motion of 
Mr. KAUFMAN, under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state o! 
the Union, but waived the motion (on pledge of 


} renewal) at the request of 


Mr. MEADE, on whose motion leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the House 
the petition and papers of J.C. Eccleston. __ 

Mr. M. then renewed the motion of Mr. Vis- 
TON, which was decided in the affirmative. 


THE MEXICAN TREATY. 
The House again resolved itself into Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Cas- 


ELL, of Florida, in the chair) on the bill to pro 
vide forcarrying into execution in part the twelft 
article of the ‘Treaty with Mexico, concluded & 
Guadalupe.Hidalgo. ‘ 
The debate was continued by Mr. DONNELL. 
Mr. D. having concluded— 
Mr. CROWELL gave notice that he should 


avail himself of the first opportunity he could ob- 


tain when the territorial bills were under consid- 
eration, to poy his respects to the gentleman who 
had just taken his seat, [Mr. Donnext-] 
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Mr. GRINN ELL offered the following amend- 
ment: . : : 
Insert at the end of line fifteen (printed bill) the follow- 
provided, That the payment of the instalment and 
aforesaid by the United States and the receipt of 
eae by the Government of Mexico shail be deemed 
ol understood to be in compliance with the stipulations 
ae treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, as ratified by the Senate 








mg 


jnterest 
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ofthe United States of America, and that the same shall be | 


sgatrued and understood by its language, without reference 
op the protocol signed by A. H. Sevier and Nathan Clifford, 


a> ; 

Luis ae 

ference 

Mr. G. remarked, that he thought we ought to 
cay to Mexico that we made the appropriation 
with the understanding that we ought to carry out 
the treaty according to its terms and language, and 
not according to the protocol. ws , 

There were five minutes yet remaining of the 
time allowed for debate. hee 

Mr. BOYDEN said he would avail himself of 
this brief space of time to make a few remarks in 
reply to an idea suggested the other day by the 
ventieman from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens,] that to 
vole for the appropriation contained in this bill 
would be to sanction all the aggressive policy of 
the President towards Mexico. 

He (Mr. B.) would take this occasion to say, 
that | took a directly contrary view of the subject. 
He admitted that the President commenced the 
war; that he commenced it unnecessarily and un- 
constitutionally for the very object of conquest; 
and that, from the beginning to the end, he had 
prosecuted the war with that object. And although 
he (Mr. B.) should vote for these appropriations, 
he wholly dissented from the inference which the 
ventieman from Georgia thought proper to draw 
from that vote. In his judgment, he who refused 
to vote the appropriations not only made himself 
particeps criminis in all the tyrannical and aggres- 
sive policy Which had been pursued towards Mex- 
ico, but would go still further than even the Pres- 
ident himself had gone. He had got the country, 
and every one knew that the tyrannical grasp of 
the President upon it would never be let go. ‘The 
question was, should they hold on to it, and in- 
stead of taking it as a purchase, and complying 
with the plighted faith of the nation, refuse to 
make this appropriation, and thus hold it as a 
conquest out and out; subjecting ourselves to the 
charge of violating the national faith—of repudi- 
ation—and subjecting ourselves justly, yes, justly, 
to the charge of Punic faith? He would vote for 
this appropriation, and would not be understood 
thereby as Sanctioning the course of the President 
or of the’ Senate. ‘The President should have 
come here when he was about to make a treaty 
involving such large pecuniary considerations, and 
should have asked the consent of the representa- 
tives of the people before he had made it. But 
should they, therefore, because the President had 
not done this, bring upon themselves the charge of 
national repudiation? He, for one, never would 
let that stain be fixed on our country by any vote 
of his. No: Mexico should have the money. If 
any means could be provided by which this terri- 
tory could be given back to Bleniee by refusing 
this appropriation, he would not hesitate to sup- 
portit. But the question was, should we keep 
the territory and refuse to pay the money? 
Was not prepared to go that far; and any man who 
did so would thereby have sanctioned all Polk’s 
iniquities, and have gone beyond them. 

Mr. VINTON said, before the committee pro- 
ceeded to vote upon the bill, he desired to avail 
himself of the opportunity afforded him, (i. e. as 
chairman of the committee reporting the bill) to 
say a very few words in explanation. 

This bill proposed to pay two instalments of the 
amount which we had stipulated to pay to Mexico 
as the price of the territory we had purchased from 
that Republic. 


ia Rosas on the part of Mexico, if there be any dil- 
between the said treaty and protocol. 


bill of the last session. It was one of the expendi- 
tures of the Government which fell due during the 


present fiscal year; it came estimated for among | 
The | 


the deficiencies for the present fiscal year. 
other item properly belonged to the next fiscal 
year, and the two items together amounted to a 
sum something over $7,000,000. 


Now, if this were in truth a treaty—if it were a. 


treaty that had been ratified in such a way as to 
give it validity, and to pass the title of that coun- 
try to the United States, then, as a matter of course, 


He | 


The first instalment in this bill | 
should properly have gone into the appropriation | 


commissioners On the part of the United States, and by | 





of the national debt. The purchase money that 
we had agreed to pay to Mexico was, in the first 
place, $15,000,000. In the next place. -we had 
stipulated to pay certain other sums, as a portion 
of the consideration, to the American creditors of 
the Republic of Mexico. ‘These American creditors 
were of two classes: first, those whose claims were 
ascertained prior to the formation of the treaty; 
and, secondly, those whose claims remained to be 
liquidated. 

We had stipulated to pay, under this latter class 
of claims, a’sum not to exceed three and a quarter 
millions. There was a question now pending be- 
fore this House—and a very great and grave ques- 
tion—about which he did not propose to express 
any Opinion: whether by this stipulation we had 
not bound ourselves to pay the whole amount of 
these claims, exceeding three and a quarter mil- 
lions of dollars. 

They might, therefore, put down the indebted- 
ness of the Government, under this class of claims, 
at at least three and a quarter millions. ‘T’woand 
a quarter millions had been paid at the last session 
for the first class of claims, viz: those which had 
been liquidated and allowed by Mexico. 

Now, what he thought proper to say on this 
topic was this: that the President of the United 
States, in his message to Congress at the opening 


- of the present session of Congress, had undertaken 


to do what the Executive of the country always 
performed, and what it was his duty to perform— 
had undertaken to communicate to Congress, and 
through Congress to the country, the state of the 
national debt, the extent of the national indebted- 
ness. He stated the debt of the country to be sixty- 
five millions of dollars, and a fraction over. Asa 
matter of course, the inference was, that he’intended 
to give Congress to understand and the country to 
understand, that that was the extent of the nauion- 
al liability of this country—that that was the ex- 
tentand amount of the indebtedness of the Amer- 
ican people. 

Now, by looking at the report of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, there would be found a detailed 
statement of the items which made up that debt of 
sixty-five and a quarter millions of dollars, as was 
stated by the President of the United States, from 
which it would be found that these four instalments 
of twelve millions of dollars, with the interest due 
upon them from the date of the weaty, made no 
part of that statement. 

The twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico 
imposed upon the United States the obligation to 
pay in four equal instalments the sum of twelve 
millions of dollars, with interest from the date of 
the ratification of the treaty. It was the bond of 
the United Slates. It was a part of the national 
indebtedness. ‘Ihe President had omitted to in- 
clude it in his statement of the national debt. An 
individual might as well, in stating his indebted- 
ness, mention only the notes of hand for which he 
was indebted, and omit to state all the judgments 
or bonded debts against him, as for the President 
of the United States, in stating the debt of the 
United States to the Congress of the United States 
and to the people of this country, simply to state 
the amount of stock certificates and treasury notes 
that were out, omitting the great fact thet there 
was the bond, the most solemn bond of the United. 
States for twelve millions of dollars, drawing inter- 
est from the date of the ratification of the treaty. 

That item, then, added to the sixty-five and a 


— millions of dollars, as statea by the Presi- 


ent of the United States, enlarged the debt of the 
United States to seventy-seven millions of dollars, 
and within a fraction of seventy-eiyht millions of 


dollars, because we were indebted for principal 


twelve millions of dollars, and for interest from the 
30th May last. 
of appropriation in this bill was three and three- 
quarters millions of dollars, 

In addition to that, there was the obligation of 
three and a quarter millions of dollars to be paid 
to the American creditors of Mexico, when their 
claims should be iiquidated and ascertained. That 
also was a part of the national indebtedness. 

That three and a quarter miilions, addgd to the 


| seventy-eight millions which he had just stated, 


made the national debt of this country, or the en- 


|, gagements of the Government of this country, 


1 


eighty-one millions of dollars, or something like | 


it, instead of sixty-five millions, as stated by the 


the purchase money which the United States had || President of the United States. 
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agreed to pay to the Republic of Mexico was a part 


And for this reason this first item | 


555 


. 

Whether, in the process of settling up the ac- 
counts of this Mexican war, any further items of 
indebtedness would be found to exist, time alone 
would disclose. As he did not know, he would 
not, as a matter of course, venture the expression 
of any opinion on this pomt; but certain it was, 
that instead of the indebtedness of this country, 
the obligations of this country, being $65,000,000, 
they amounted to $81,000,000, at least. 

He had thought that this was the proper time 
and place to state this fact, as he took it for grant- 
ed that gentlemen on this floor, unless they bad 
given the subject a particular investigation, and 
the people of this country, had supposed, since 
reading the message of the President, that $65,- 
000,000 was the amount of the public debt of the 
country. 


He had one word to say in addition, respecting 
the amendment now proposed by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, | Mr. Grinnett.| He was 
very sorry that the gentleman had offered the 
amendment. He (Mr. V.) was not willing that 
anything should go upon the statute-book of this 
country respecting the protocol. He was not 
willing that we should become involved, by any 
legislative action on this protocol, in any difliculty 
with the Government of Mexico. As had been 
said—he believed by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr Donnew.|—if, at the time that the 
Mexican Government ratified the treaty, it was 
drawn into it by improper or undue representations 
made on our part—if there was any deception 
practised by our Executive or by the commis- 
sioners—he could not understand how that should 
discharge us from the payment of ovr indebted. 
ness. If the Government of Mexico had prac- 
tised deceit upon us—if she had drawn us into the 
ratification ef the treaty by any false representa- 
tions—it would be good ground for us to do what 
France did in the case of Rives’s treaty—to refuse 
to pay the debt. ‘That was the ground taken by 
France in the case of Rives’s treaty. It would be 
remembered that a letter was written home, which 
came to the public eye, saying that France chose 
to consider that we had gota bargain of her, that 
we had imposed upon her, and the French Cham- 
ber refused on that ground to make appropriation 
to comply with the engagement to pay the debt. 
In this case, if we had imposed upon Mexico, it 
was no reason why we should not make good our 
engagement to pay her $20,000,000. In a court 
of justice, it would be considered a very remark- 
able defence for a man to set up to avoid the pay- 
ment of a claim, that in a previous transaction he 
had cheated or overreached the other party. It 
would hardly be considered a valid defence before 
any court. 

He thought, if they put this amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts into the bill, we 
should not see the end of the trouble which would 
grow out of it. In the first place, the treaty had 
been ratified by both Governments with the article 
as it went from the American Senate. There was 
nothing else in the treaty as ratified by Mexico or 
by us; and that ratification was binding upon both 
parties. As a matter of course, if Mexico had 

| been drawn into it by any false representation on 
our part, it might be good foundation for her here- 
after to come to this Government and demand of 
us to pay the value of these empressario grants. 

There was at this time much confusion in the 
committee. 

Mr. Vinton suspended his remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN called to order, and requested 
gentlemen to take their seats. 

Mr. VINTON said he would not trouble the 
committee further, as gentlemen seemed indisposed 
to listen—and he resumed his seat. 

[Cries of ‘Goon; go on.” A pause ensued.) 

Order having been restored, and a general desire 
having been manifested further to hear,the gentle- 
man— , 

Mr. VINTON resumed. He remarked that he 
supposed that the whole committee understood this 
subject; that they had made up their minds about 

| it. But he was going to say, if this were a treaty 
_ we had no right to alter its terms by saying to 
Mexico, You shall receive this money upon some 
other condition than that contained in the treaty. 
| You shall take it upon some other understanding 
| than that which you had at the time it was entered 
into. And we would go far to say that we would 
\| either impose new termsand incorporate new condi- 
|, tions into the treaty on the one hand, or on the other 
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that we would not pay the money we had engaged 
to pay. The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Ste- 
ruins} had claimed that this House had the right 
to refuse appropriations to carry into execution a 
treaty. Now, without going into that question at 
all, this much he thought might be said: if this 
House had the power to refuse an appropriation to 
carry @ treaty into execution, it was their duty at 
least to comply with all the national engagements 
which were fairly made. Now, then, whenever a 
treaty had been ‘made by the legitimate power— 
and no one pretended that the President and the 
Senate of the United States had not the power to 
make this treaty, and acquire possession of the 
country, and engage the faith of the country to pay 
for it—-if the Senate and the President of the Uni- 
ted States had the power to make this treaty, and 
if it had been made in such form as to be valid, 
(and the gentieman from Georgia himself admitted 
it was a treaty,) then, as a matter of course, it 
stood on the same footing with any other obliga- 
tion of this Government. ‘The power to withhold 
appropriations to carry into effect a treaty, if 1t was 
ever exercised, could only be justified upon the 
ground that in some great national emergency its 
exercise was necessary for the preservation of the 
public liberty. It could be justified on no other 
ground. Neither the President of the United States 
nor any Officer in any department of the Govern- 
ment could go to the public treasury and take out 
his salary; and though Congress held the purse- 
strings of the country, as it was usually said, they 
could not, without the authority of law, unt that 
purse and take out the money at their pleasure, 
even to pay themselves for their own precious ser- 
vices. Now, if this were a treaty—if it were a law 
of the land, and such a law as under the provisions 
of the Constitution was supreme and obligatory 
upon all State governments, and upon all the de- 
partments of the General Government, to carry it 
into effect—if it were a law of the land, the ques- 
tion stood upon precisely the same fooung, when 
they came to ask an appropriation to carry 1t into 
eilect, as the question would stand of an appropria- 
tion of money to pay the salary of the President of 
the United States, although he might have abused 
his office, as a member behind him suggested, or 
to pay any other obligation or debt imposed upan 
the Government. 

‘That was the position of the question. It was 
in vain for us to say that we would not pay 
Mexico according to the stipulation of the treaty 
because we had cheated her. If she had cheated 
us, that would be another thing. Let him present 
the case in its true light: here was a treaty which 
had been made with Mexico, as everybody knew, 
with the greatest reluctance on her part. We had 
seized upon her ports; we had invaded her coun- 
try; we were in her capital; we had that nation 
prostrate; the iron was in their very soul, and the 
“xecutive of the United States proclaimed aloud, 
Stab them to the heart. It was under these cir- 
cumstances that this proud people had at last con- 
sented to make this treaty. Suppose that we now 
refuse to make the appropriations we had stipu- 
lated woder it, what excuse could we make in the 
face ef the civilized world? How could we stand 
up, in the presence of Ciristendom, after having 
wrung this treaty from them and seized upon their 
country, and now being in occupation of it, and 
traitor and robber-like, refuse to pay the price 
of ite 

As was probably well known in this House, he 
was one of those who to the last were opposed to 
the annexation of Texas. He was one of those 
who had voted for the resolutions of the gentleman 
from Georgia, which declared that it was not the 
volicy of this country to acquire any territory be- 
yond the Rio Grande. He was one of those who 
had thought, and who sull thought, that the war 

was unnecessary, aye, and that it was unconstitu- 
tionally begun by the President of the United 
Siates. He was one of those who had believed, 
and who still believed, that it was the settled de- 
sien of the President to bring on a war with Mexico, 
without regard to the will of the Congress of the 
United States, and that of itself was a violation of 
the spirit of the Constitution. He was one of 
those who believed it was inexpedient to have any 
further acquisitions of territory. Yet these were 
all settled questions, and they had become matters 
of history. ‘Texas was ours, and we could not 
give herup. ‘The country that had been acquired 
by this treaty was ours, and it was in vain to | 
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think that this country was to be restored to Mex- 
ico. In legislation, in conducting the affairs of 
nations as in conducting the affairs of individuals, 
we were necessarily controlled by circumstances. 
It was impossible for men, either in private or in 
public life, at all times todo that which they would 
regard as the best, because they found themselves 
surrounded and controlled by circumstances. That 
was precisely the condition in which they who had 
opposed the war, who had opposed the acquisition 
of territory, who had opposed this whole thing, now 
found themselves. ‘That this country would never 
be surrendered to Mexico, might be put down as 
a “fixed fact.”? It was just as certain as that 
Georgia would never be given back to the King of 
England. Well, were we going to keep this coun- 
try, and refuse to pay for it? Who was there here 
who was prepared to take that stand? If we said 
we would not pay for this country, what was our 
duty as honest men, and as an honest Govern- 
ment? ‘To give it back; and if we gave it back, 
the law of nations, as well as natural justice im- 
posed upon us the obligatin to give it back In the 
condiuon in which we received it. Could that be 
done? Llad we not permitted our people to go 
there by hundred and thousands? Did anybody 
suppose that we could drive off the American peo- 
ple who were now in California? No; we might 
as well attempt to arrest the waters of the Missis- 
sippt in their course. It could not be done. We 
could not return this country to Mexico. There 
was no alternative but that we must pay for it. 

We had already recognized the validity of the 
treaty. ‘This House had already done acts which 
were inconsistent with the posiuon that we would 
not pay the remaining instalments stipulated under 
the treaty. At the last session, Congress had 
voted two and a quarter millions of dollars to pay 
a part of this very purchase money. ‘They had 
voted to pay those claims of American ciuzens 
against the Government of Mexico which had 
been liquidated and allowed by that Government 
prior to the formation of the treaty. ‘This was a 
part of the purchase money. ‘I’his was an aflirm- 
ance by this House of the treaty. 

In the next place, at the last session of Congress, 
in pursuance of the treaty, Congress had directed 
the boundary line to be run between these new 
possessions of ours and Mexico... By that act, 
this House had confirmed the treaty. That very 
commission bad now gone out, and gone out on 
the supposiuion that the country was ours, to run 


the boundary line between it and Mexico. And | 


were we now to stop, and say we would not pay 
the money? That could not be. Let gentlemen 
remember that when the incoming Administration 
took possession of the power of this country, they 
took it with all its responsibility. 

It was incumbent on us, when we take power, 
that we should take it with all the responsibilities 
that belong to it, At the end of two short weeks, 
those who were now in power would surrender it 


into the hands of their successors. Suppose we | 


refuse to pay this money: what then? As a mat- 
ter of course, we should have a new difficulty with 
Mexico. If we refused to pay, did not that put 
an end to the treaty? If we refused to pay, and 
the matter was allowed to pass over to the next 


Administration: what next? In the first place, the | 


Mexican minister would come to our new Secre- 
tary of State, and say to him, Here is your bond: 
you are in possession of this country of ours; what 
reason have you for refusing to pay for it? What 
answer could the new Secretary make? Could he 
say to Mexico, We have ascertained that, at the 
time the treaty was ratified, we cheated you by 
false declarations? Could the new Secretary say 
that to the Mexican minister? And if he could 
make such a reply, what would the world say of 
us? If we refused to pay this money, the Mexi- 
can minister would say, Give us back this country ; 
and what reply could we make? Why, the Amer- 
ican Secreiary would say, l have no power to cede 
the country back, and clear out all our citizens 
who have gone there; and every gentlemen would 
Say the same thing. It was a very plain case, that 
if we refused to pay this money we should involve 
the inegming Admuinistrauon and the nation itself 
in a very great difficulty in the eyes of all honest 
men of all nations. 

Now, his doctrine was this; He would pay 
this money, and say nothing about the protocol, 
the discussion of which could only involve the 
American Administration in difficulty. He would 








_ Feb. 19, 


| not only pay this instalment, but the next and 
| one which was to come after that. oat 
| nothing to embarrass this matter; much less woul, 
| he put anything on the statute book, which would 
amount to a recognition of the act of the Americas 
| nuinisters in the matter of the protocol. He Oar; 
| stand up to the treaty as it was, for the pres - 
and if, hereafter, it should turn out that we hae’ 
not acted in good faith toward Mexico, it would i. 
the duty of the country to consider and d term bi 
as an honest people, what reparation we ously; ;, 
| make. _" 
He did not think it possible to make any exp! 
nation which could justify this Government |y ea 
the world ina refusal to pay this money, The 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr; STEPHENS] had g , 
that he would not assent to any payment for th 
territory till he saw what was to be done with it. 
The very acts pending before Congress for the or. 
| ganization of ‘Territorial and State governments in 
| these Territories, proceeded upon the assumption 
that the country was ours. If we held on to this 
| country and refused to pay for it, the case would 
be precisely similar to that which he would pres. 
ent: He supposed that the gentleman from Ver. 
| mont sitting near him and himself were to ure 
| chase an estate of the gentleman from Georvia 
| upon a credit, and subsequently, a disagreenen, 
| arising between his partner and himself avout the 
| division of the property, they go to the gentleman 
| from Georgia, when the first instalment becomes 
| due, and say to him, We cannot agree betweey 
| ourselves about the division of the estate we have 
| purchased of you, and therefore we cannot pay 
| you ull this matter shall be settled, but in the mean 
| time we will hold on to the estate. This was ex- 
| actly the doctrine of the gentleman from Georgia, 
| viz: because the country could not agree upon the 
disposition to be made of the Territory, therefore, 
| they ought not to pay for it, 

‘The question about the payment of this stipula- 
| ted price was wholly between this Government 
| and Mexico, and could not be affected by any dis- 
/agfeements among ourselves. What were our 
domestic troubles to the Government of Mexico? 
What had she to do with them? It might gratify 
| her to witness our internal distractions, or she 
| might regret them; he knew not, and he cared not 
| which. He had no confidence in the validity of 
| any excuse which might be raised for us, if we did 
| not pay this debt to the utmost farthing. 

The committee then proceeded to vote. 

The pending question was on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. GRinNELL. ; 

| Some conversation followed on a point of order 

| between Mr. SCHENCK and the CHAIRMAN. 

The question was then taken on the amendment; 

| of Mr. Grinnext, and it was rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the bill, by 

| adding thereto the following: 


the 


He would say 


Hts In 








| 
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Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated 
nor heretotore appropriated by any act of Congress, shail be 
|| paid for the salary of any commissioner or survey or to desig- 
nate a boundary line between Mexicoand the United Siates, 
| until such commissioner or surveyor shall be provided lor 
| by law. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that he would explain, 
| from the documents, the meaning of the amend- 
ment to the satisfaction, he trusted, of every man; 
| so as to show that it was necessary it should be 
adopted, if this House, and the Congress of the 
United States did not intend to give up everything 
to the President. 

When, in the course of the last summer, the 
President sent in the treaty with Mexico, it was 
| accompanied by a message from him from which 
| - would read two paragraphs. They were as fol 

ows: 








| 
+ 
| 
j 
| 
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“The fifth article of the treaty provides that—‘ in order to 
designate the boundary line with due precision upon autho- 





ritative maps, and to establish upon the ground Jandiwarks, 
which shall show the limits of both Republics, as described 
in the present article, the two Governments siiail each 
appoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who, betore tue 
expiration of one year from the date of the exchange of ral- 
fications of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, 
and proceed to run and mark the said boupdary in its whole 
course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo dei Norte.’ ’ 

“ It will be necessury that provision should be made by law 
| for the appointment of a commissioner and surveyer,on the 
| part of the United States, to act in conjunction with a com- 
| missioner and surveyor appointed by Mexico, in execulng 
| the stipulations of this article.”? [July 22, 1848.) 


[Nore.—The year stipulated in the treaty for the appoint- 
ment of the commissioner and surveyor would not expe 
unul the 30th of May, 1849.]} 


Mr.5S. then proceeded to remark, that Congress 
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then in session, incorporated in the civil list bill of 
that year the following item: 
ak . . : 
F ‘Por the expenses of running and marking the boundary 
~ perween the United States and Mexico, and paying the 


f the officers of the commission, a sum not exceed- 
> 


hne 
giaries 0 ieee 
io ffty thousand dollars.’ 
ng 1S) 


put Congress neglected to establish the office of 
ymissioner or Surveyor. In the Constitution of 
ye United States he found this general principle 
tne . . 

familiar to every one, but which, he thought, it 
ould be well enough to refer to, as gentlemen 
seemed tohave lost sight of late of this instrument: 

« He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent 
vthe Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the 
; nators present concur ; and he shall vominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoiut 

hassadors, Other public ministers and consuls, judges of 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise pro- 
vided for, and which shall be established by law; but the 
Congress may by law vest the appointinent of such inferior 
oacers as they think proper in the President alone, or in 
th heads of departments.” 

The President (Mr. S. continued) seemed to 
have had this clause of the Constitution in his 
mind when he called upon Congress to make pro- 
yision for the establishment of these offices, so as 
to enable him to have the treaty carried into effect. 
He seemed to have lost sight of it when, as had 
been said, the President, together with the Senate, 
had appointed and confirmed a commissioner to 
run a boundary line of this sort, when the office 
had not been provided for by law. Notonly had a 
commissioner been thus appointed, but his salary 
had been fixed by the President. The President 
did not at that time (as he had often done beiore, 


con 


and had done since) seem to consider that he was | 


the Government of the United States. His func- 
tions ceased when he had made the treaty. So the 
President believed; for, in specific terms, not now 
to beexplained away, he asked Congress to pass 
a law establishing this office of commissioner. 
Had new lights dawned upon him? ‘There was no 
escaping from his construction of these powers as 
then entertained by him. 

Mr. VINTON rose to a question of order. This 
(he said) was a Lill to pay Mexican instalments 
due under the treaty—the 12th article. It wasa 
bill for the payment of that money, and nothing 
else—a bill in relation to our engagements with 
Mexico. His colleague [Mr.Scuenck} had moved 
an amendment making it a condition of the pay- 
ment of the money that we should pass a law con- 
cerning our own domestic affairs, and that the 
money should not be paid until then. This was 
a business. of our own, with which Mexico, on 
this article of the treaty, had nothing to do. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The tite of the bill declares 
it to be a bill to carry into execution the treaty 
with Mexico, 

Mr. ASHMUN said he had understood the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] to make a 
point of order. He (Mr. A.) thought that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] might mod- 





ify his motion so as to avoid all objections on the | 


point of order, by saying that no part of the ap- 
propriation heretofore made for the purpose of 
runuing the boundary line should be expended, 
&e. The gentleman would thus avoid the point 
of order. 


Mr. STRONG inquired whether this was de- | 


batable? 
The CHAIRMAN said debate was not in order. 
Mr. ASHMUN made a remark not heard by 


the reporter. 


The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the point of 


order of Mr. Vinron, decided that the amendment | 


of Mr. Schenck was not in order. 
Mr, SCHENCK appealed from the decision. 
The question on the appeal was then taken, and 
the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 


So the amendment of Mr. Scnenck was not | 


received. 
Mr. MOREHEAD offered the following amend- 


ment, to come in as an additional section to the |) 
He thought it, he said, a matter of some 


bill. 


consequence. he amendment was read: 


Be it further enacted, That until provision for the tempo- 
rary government of the Territories of California and New 


THE 


appropriated out of any money in the teasury not other 
Wise appropriated. , 

Mr. VINTON said he raised the same question 
of order and for the same reason as in the former 
case. The amendment had no relation to the 12th 
article of the treaty. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. I understood this was a 
general appropriation bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It was so the other day. 

Mr. NICOLL inquired of the Chair if the amend- 
ment was in order? 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not. 

Mr. MOREHEAD appealed from the decision. 
This (he said) was, in his opinion, the only ocea- 
sion that would be presented to do anything what- 
ever in relation to the establishment of a govern- 
ment in California. 

Mr. ROOT. 1 hope we shall not do it under 
the five minutes rule. 

The question, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee? was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The amendment, therefore, was not entertained. 

Mr. ASHMUN said that this was a bill making 
an appropriation to carry into execution the 12th 
article of the treaty with Mexico. He would now 
offer an amendment to carry out another article of 
the same treaty. It was as follows: 

Sec. 2. Be it fnrther enacted, That the commissioner and 
surveyor to be appointed on the part of the United States, 
for the purpose of designating the boundary line and estab 
lishing on the ground landmarks to show the limits of the 
United States and the Mexican Repablic, according to the 
fifth arucle of the treaty between tiem, concluded on the 
second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight, shall be selected and appointed by the President 
of the United States from the corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers. Andit shall be lawful torthe President to cause other 
officers of said corps, at his diseretion, to be employed to aid 
and assist in designating said line and establishing said land 
marks. And the said commissioner may employ a secretary, 
who shall be allowed aud paid a salary at the rate of two 
thousand dollars per annum: Vrovided, That said appoint 


ment shall terminate at the expiration of three yeats trom | 


the time said cominissioner shall enter upon the perform- 
ance of his duties. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to make, out of any 
appropriation for said service, such per diem allowance to 
Officers engaged on this duty as shall, asin lis judgment, be 
necessary lo cover extra expenses. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enucted, That in order to expe- 
dite the survey of said boundary, it shall be lawful for the 
President to employ parties on different parts of the bound- 


| aryat the same ume, the surveys of which parties, being 


approved by the commissioners under the treaty, shall be 
received and treated as surveys of said: boundary. 


Mr. VINTON raised the point of order on that 
amendment also. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to | 


be out of order. 
Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision. 


Mr. ROOT asked for the reading of the amend- | 


ment, and it was again read. 


The question on the appeal was then taken, and | 


decided in the affirmative, 


So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and | 


the amendment was not received. 


Mr. SCHENCK rose, he said, to propose a sub- | 
_ stitute for the whole bill. 


It was read as follows: 


That the President of the United Stated be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and instructed to enter forthwith into 


| negotiations with the Government of the Republic of Mex- 


ico for the surrender to said Republic of all the territories 
known as New Mexico and Upper California, or so much 
thereof as lies west of the Rio Grande, of any title thereto 


| which was acquired by the United States under the fifth 


article of the treaty between the United States and Mexico, 
made and concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the 2d day 
of February, A. D. 1842, thé President to require, as a con- 
sideration for such surrender on the part of the United States, 
a release by Mexico of all her claim or demand for the sev- 
eral instalments umounting to twelve millions of doilars, 


|| with the interest thereon, yet remaining to be paid to her, 
according to the agreement in the twellth articie in the said | 


treaty, [and upon the further consideration that for the three 
millions of dollars already paid to Mexico, she shali release 
to the United States ali claim to sv much of the territory, of 
Upper California as will embrace the bay of San Francisco 
and the branches and navigable waters thereof, to be of such 
extent as shall secure to the United States and her citizens 


| the full ownership and use of said bay and its shores and 


waters. ] 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


| order. 


Mexico be made by Congress, all the military, civil, and | 
Judicial powers exereised by the officers of the existing gov- | 


€riments of the same shall be vested in such person and 


Mr. SCHENCK appealed from the decision. 
Mr. STARK WEATHER hoped, he Said, that 


' the committee would not sustain the decision. He 


Persons, and shall be exercised in such manner as the Pres- || 
ident of the United States shall direct, for maintaining and 
Protecting the inhabitants of said territories in the free en- 
Joyment of their liberty, property, and religion. And to 


= into effect the provisions of this section, the sum of || 





hoped that the amendment might be brought into 


the House, so that the yeas and nays might be 


taken upon it. 
After a brief conversation between Mr. TOOMBS 
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decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee?”? was taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 59, noes 79. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

And the amendment being before the commit- 
tee— 

Mr. SCHENCK asked that it might be again 
read, sp that it might be fully understood; and 
having been read— 

Mr. 8. said, that before the vote was taken on 
the substitute he had proposed, he wished to sub- 
mit a few remarks. They must be necessarily 
very few, in the five minutes only that the rule 
allowed him for being heard. Gentlemen were 
very much mistaken if they supposed that what 
he had proposed was merely offered as clap-trap, 
or for effect, and not in pertect good faith. The 
proposal for a surrender of the countries wrested 
from Mexico might not meet with much favor 
now, but he presented it in all seriousness. He 
might stand alone; but he was willing to make his 
mark. His proposition involved a question of 
consistency, & vindication of principle, which he 
feit rose above any mere consideration of present 
policy or expediency. 

He was sorry that he could not be permitted to 
develop his views upon this subject more at length. 
That he had desired and intended to do, and would 
have attempted it, if the debate under the hour 
rule in committee had been continued until next 
Wednesday, as he had supposed it was to be. He 
had been called out of the city when the bill came 
up last Friday, and did not know until this morn- 
ing that there had been an order of the House to 
stop the debate to-day. 

He had, from the beginning, been opposed to all 
schemes for the annexation of additional territory 
to these United States. He had resisted hereto- 
fore all attempts at aggrandizement by the exten- 
sion of our boundaries. He did not mean to aban- 
don that ground while there was a possibility of 
resistance; and if there could no longer be success- 
ful resistance, he would at least maintain his own 
consistency, by continuing to assert the prneiple 
of true national policy for which he had always 
contended. 

The acquisition of these distant territories had 
| brought with them, and were likely to entail upon 
| our country, nothing but trouble. Without them 
| we should have been saved from questions of 

difficulty, the end of which no man can see, 
the agitation and adjustment of which are even 
now threatening to destroy the harmony, or even 
the very existence of our Union. It is true that 
as a part of this acquisition there has come a region 
rich in mineral wealth—abounding in gold, which 
| seems to have almost stolen away the senses of 
our people. But was the country any more a 
blessing to us on that account? He feared not. 
We had lessons of warning enough in the influ- 
ences of minesof the precious metals upon the 
character and prosperity of other nations. He 
would repeat what he had said here on a former 
occasion. If it were not irreverent so to speak, 
he would say that, in the Providence of God, it 
seemed as if this abundance of gold in California 
had been permitted to be discovered, that it might 
work retributive justice upon us for having stolen 
the country, or wrested and forced it as conquest, 
under the forms of a treaty, from Mexico. He 
| alluded to the effect this ** gold fever’? was having 
upon our people, exciting them to despise the slow 
| and regular acquisitions of honest industry, and 
_ maddening them with a morbid desire for a sud- 
| den and irregular attainment of wealth. It threat- 
| ened to convert us all into a nation of gamblers. No 
| man now could tell how, in the present disturbed 
|| and unsettled condition of things, an efficient and 
|| proper government for that distant province was to 
|| be devised. No man could estimate the crimes 
|| and disorders likely to be committed thére beyond 
| the control of law, where cupidity and reckless pas- 
|| sions must have sway, freed from any sufficient 
| 
' 


| restraints of either civil or military rule. 

| He agreed in much that had been said by his 
| colleague, [Mr. Vinron.] If we were forced to 
| keep this country, we must at least pay for it. He 
|| wanted no breach of faith towards Mexico. We 
|| had enough to answer for without adding that. 
|| The only way now, perhaps, for getting rid of 
|| these territories was through further negotiation, 
|| and another treaty. It was therefore he had pro- 
|| posed his amendment. He wanted to invite Mex- 





€ hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, || and the CHAIRMAN, the question * Shall the || ico to negotiations looking to that object. 
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The points involved and presented as the basis 


of a treaty were simple and obvious. There was 
the country lying between the Nueces and Rio 
Grande, comprising most of New Mexico and 
parts of other Mexican States, to which we had 
no just title, but which we had conquered in the 
war, and still held in possession under the pro- 
visions of the latetreaty. ‘There was also the bay 
of San Francisco, valuable to us tor purposes of 
trade and navigation in the Paeific. These it was 
proposed to have r leased to us, and our title to 
them affirmed; but not without an equivalent in 
the shape of compensation already made. We had 
assumed to pay what was due from Mexico to our 
citizens for spoliations and indemnities, amount- 
ine to some five millions of dollars, more or less. 
That a: sumption would stand as part pay to her; 
and then the President had actually paid over to 
her three millions of the fifieen millions of dollars 
stipulated in his treaty. Now, let her release us 
from the remaining twelve millions and the in- 
terest, and let us restore to her the territories which 
we did not want, which were worse than useless 
to us, Which to retain would work us, he did be- 
lieve, and were even already threatening, untold 
evils and mischief. 

The President and his party always denied that 
the war with Mexico was for conquest. By their 
own showing, we had obtained all that we fought 
for—boundary and indemnities; then why not es- 
cape, if we could, from the further consequences 
of this ill-starred purchase, this bad bargain? 

But his colleague [Mr. Vinton] had said, that 
we could not restore the country to Mexico as it 
was before the war. It was occupied by adven- 
turers from the United States. That wasa matter 
for Mexico herself to consider. Let us at least 
make the offer upon fair terms; and let her for her- 
self determine whether she will accept the country 
as it now is. He would say, however, that it was 
probably not in much different condition in that 
re spect from Ww hat at would have been if we had 
never had a treaty for it; or even if there had been 
no war with Mexico atall. Before the war, Cali- 
fornia was full of adventurers from the United 
States, and elsewhere; and they were there ina 
state of insurrection against the constituted au- 
thorities of the country, mustered under what they 
called the ** Bear Flag.’’ These ‘‘ gold diggings”’ 
would have attracted more foreigners, whether the 
title had remained nominally in Mexico, or been 
transferred nominally to the United States. We 
could but make the offer. We could at least try 
to seek this door of escape from the consequences 
of an extension of territory, likely to be fraught 
with mischief and dangers in a thousand forms, 
and disturbing the peace, and endangering the in- 
tegrity of the nation. 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out all that part which provided for re- 
taining the bay of San Francisco, [inserted above 
in brackets. ] 

He said he should so vote in committee as to 
bring this question before the House. He was 
particularly anxious that gentlemen should have 
the opportunity to define their positions. Inas- 
much as they did not keep a record of their pro- 
ceedings in committee, it was necessary to bring 


this question into the Llouse, where a record was | 


kept, so that gentlemen could make their remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and requested 
the gentleman to confine his remarks to the expla- 
nation of his amendment. The Chair did not see 
the relevancy of the gentleman’s remarks. 


Mr. ROOT said they might be relevant, not- | 


withstatiding; and if the Chair would allow him to 
proceed a moment, it might so appear. 

He did not believe (he continued) that weshould 
gain anything, either in national character or in 
national faith, by mincing this matter. 
right or All wrong. If we wished to keep clear of 
these Territories, let us not have anything to do 
with them; let us not attempt to retain the bay of 
San Francisco, to be the subject of difficulty here- 
after. The question was, not whether we should 
have these Territories; the question was, whether 
we should pay for them after we got them. We 
could not restore them to Mexico. As the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means had 
said, we could not drive off the American citizens 
who had gone there. It would be an easier matter 
to conquer all the rest of Mexico than to drive 
out of these ‘Territories our citizens who were now 
there, aud who were going there. 


| the gentleman referred. 
| infamy, national dishonor, national folly, such as 


It was all | 
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Mr. ROOT withdrew his amemdment, to give 


| Mr. Gentry the opportunity to make some re- 


marks. 

Mr. GENTRY renewed the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio. He said he did it for the 
purpose of stating, that with all respect for the 
gentlemen who moved this amendment, [Mr. 
Scnenck,) he felt himself constrained to say that 
he considered it the most absurd and preposterous 


| proposition thatcould possibly have been presented 


t» the consideration of this committee. He appre- 
ciated all the difficulties to which the gentleman 
referred, which had been brought upon this coun- 


| try in consequence of the war with Mexico, and of 


the treaty which terminated the war. Great as 
those difficulues might be, though they might be 
of a character which threatened the very existence 
of this Republic, it was not in this way that they 
were to be evaded or overcome; nor yet by refusing 
to make the appropriauons which we had agreed 
to make in the weaty of peace which we had con- 
cluded with Mexico. ~What? Retrocede these 
Territories to Mexico! Did Mexico want them? 
If she did want them, and we were to retrocede 
them, she could never regain the ascendency with- 
in these ‘Territories. Would we cede to Mexico 
those citizens of the United States who, under the 


implied guarantees of the Government, had gone , 


there with all the assurances of protection te life, 


liberty, and property, which these implied guar- | 


Would we leave them to the ten- 
der mercies of the laws of Mexico? Would we 


antees gave? 


| hand them over to endless war with Mexico for 
| their independence? for they never would submit 
| to pass under the jurisdiction of the Mexican Gov- 


ernment. Preposterous and absurd in the extreme, 
and beyond description, was the proposition made 
by the gentleman trom Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck.] We 


| were to grapple these difficulules, and overcome 


them. He would not thus escape or evade them. 

Furthermore, the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio was the very wise and proper one, if 
we indeed intended to adopt the policy contempla- 
ted by the gentleman. It was proposed to with- 
hold the payment of the moneys which we had 
agreed to pay in consideration of the property; and 
yet the gentleman modestly proposed that we 
should retain the only poruon of that territory 
which was worth a cent—the bay of San Francis- 
co, and all the tributary waters thereof—all that 
portion which contained the glittering gold to which 
‘This would be national 
had no parallel m the history of nations. It was 
an impossibility. It was an absurdity. 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 


Mr. Roor to the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Provided, 'Vhat ip addition to the sums herein mentioned, 


| the Government of Mexico shall pay, or provide tor the pay- 


mentol, oue hundred miilions of doilars to the United States, 


| as a just Compensation for the expenses Of the late war. 


Mr. BROWN said he did not suppose there was 


| any serious expectation entertained by any one 
| that Mexico would take back California, with the | 


people who were now there, and going there, if 
we were to offer it to her for nothing, with the 
intention of governing it herseli: instead of gov- 
erning California, it would soon govern her. But, 
he said, there were around these Halls and in 
Washington, a number of speculating gentlemen, 
all anxious of making large fortunes out of the 
Government of the United States, by constructing 
great railroads, or selling large tracts of country 
to the United States; and it may be some of these 
have been whispering in the ear of the gentleman 


| from Ohio that a splendid fortune might be made | 


out of this retransfer of California and New Mex- 
ico to Mexico. One of those very gentlemen who 
deal in large schemes mentioned to him but a day 


| or two since, In speaking of the very matter em- 


braced in the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, that he would take California alone from 
our Government, and pay, or secure the payment 
of, all the expenses of the late war—all we had 
paid and were to pay Mexico, and a handsome 
bonus. besides. 

Its gold was very tempting, no donbt, to all spec- 


| ulators and briush bondholders; and if Mexico 
| were to consent to take it backs it would only be | 
| to sell it again to some of them. 


Such being the 
case, he (Mr. B.) thought we ought not to let her 
have the opportunity to make so profitable a spec- 
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ulation out of our discoveries, unless she «) 
pay us ail that we have paid her, and exnent 
upon the war—a war that all the people . 
United States, and all the world beside 
or soon would, acknowledge to be just 
Or it might be that those British bon, 
who it was said had a mortgage on Califor); 
were desirous of getting it into their hands a “9 
surest way of getting back the money due them |... 
Mexico. F 

For himself, he said, he claimed the acquisis; 
of too much value to the people of the United 
States to part with it for any consideration oe 
could not believe any such proposition wou} : 


it leer 
with favor anywhere, unless it would be oe 
speculators he had alluded to, but who, he hoped 
would find few aiders and abettors in Congress. ° 

Mr. BOTTS moved the following amendmen 


to the amendment of Mr. Scnenck: 


iid 
t f the 
» did how, 
and right 
lholders— 


iem by 


and 


Provided, however, That if such negotiation should nye 
succeed, then the sum! three millions seven hundred - 
twenty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of a . 
money in the treasury not otherwise ‘appropriated, for jo 
purpose of carrying into execution (in part) of the tweip 
article of the treaty between the United States and My Lier 
made and concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2 day of 
February, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fory. 
eight, and for payment of the instalment and interest whicy 
will fall due under said article on the thirtieth day of May. 
in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty, the sum 
of three millions five hundred and forty thousand dollars. - 


Mr. McLANE. That is out of order. 

Mr. BOTTS. Why is it out of order? Is iy 
out of order to pay the amount stipulated for by 
the treaty? 

Mr. McLANE raised the point that the amend- 
ment was out of order. 

Mr. BOTTS called upon the gentleman to reduce 


_ his point of order to writing. 


Mr. McLANE. The point of order is upon the 
amendment, and that is in writing. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment in or. 
der, under the decision of the committee, although, 
he said, his own opinion differed. 

Mr. BOTTS said he had not intended to submit 
any remarks in explanation of his amendment. 


| He would simply state to the House, that the ob- 


ject and the effect of the amendment was, to pro- 
vide for the appropriation contained in the original 
bill, in the event of the negotiation not succeeding; 
and he only offered it to provide against that cou- 
lingency. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would accept the 
amendment as a modification of his own amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, raised the point of 
order against the proposition of Mr. Borrs, that 
it proposed to reinstate the very subject-matter 
which, if it were adopted, would be voted out, and 
for which other matter would be substituted. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK repeated that he would mod- 
ify his amendment by accepting the proposition of 
Mr. Borrts. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired, if a vote 
had not been taken upon the amendment to the 
amendment, and if it was now in the power of the 
gentleman from Ohio to modify his amendment? 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired if it would be in order 
for him, after this modification of his amendment, 
to make a few remarks upon the words ‘* prepos- 
terous and absurd,” and other terms found in the 
vocabulary which had been employed by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative, and 
announced the question to be upon the amendment 


| of Mr. Scnenck, as modified. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised the point of or- 
der, that after a vote had been taken upon the 
amendment to the amendment, and the committee 
had already adopted a modification of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, it was not now 
in the gentleman’s power to modify it. 

Mr. BOTTS called the gentleman from Georgia 


to order, and wanted to know if any gentleman on 


that side of the House took an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair? 

Mr. COBB said he wanted to know what the 
decision of the Chair was. He had understood 


the Chair to say that it would be in order for the 
gentleman from Ohio to modify his proposition, 0 
the event that no vote had been taken; and he had 
risen and refreshed the memory of the Chair by 
stating that a vote had been taken upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman’s colleague, and after that, 
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aot no modification by the gentleman was in 


it. CHAIRMAN said he had been of the 

, aion that no vote had been taken. 

‘vir. SCHENCK said there had been no vote 
ken upon his amendment. 

"The CHAIRMAN. The question will be on 
ie amendment of the gentleman from Virginia to 
‘he arnendment. 

Some conversation arose (amid considerable con- 
fajon) between Mr. SCHENCK and the CHAIR- 
MAN, the former gentleman contending for the 
vent to modify his amendment. 

“The CHAIRMAN decided that it was not com- 
wetent for the gentleman from Ohio, after a vote 
had been taken, to accept the amendment of the 
yontteman from Virginia as a modification of his 
amendment. 

Mr, SEUART renewed his point of order, and 
called the attention of the Chairman to the fact 
that the gentleman from Ohio offered his amend- 
went as a substitute to the whole bill, and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia to the 
substitute proposed to reincorporate the old bill. 
This, he held, was not in order. 

Tne CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
deciding that it now came too late, as it had already 
been overruled by the Chair, and the decision 
acquiesced in by the committee. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Borrs to the amendment, and it was re- 
acted. 

The question then recurring on the original 
amendment of Mr. Scuenck— 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for tellers, who were 
ordered, viz: Mr. Houimers, of New York, and Mr. 
BinpsaLt, and upon the second count, (a disagree- 
ment having arisen upon the first,) reported ayes 
85, noes 81. 

So the substitute of Mr. Scnenck was adopted. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said, that as no further 
amendment would now, under the ule, be in or- 
der, he would move that the committee rise and 
report the bill as amended to the House. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported the bill as amended to the 
House. 

Mr. VINTON demanded the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question (be- 
ing firston the substitute amendment reported from 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays thereon; which were ordered. 

The amendment. having, on the call of many 
members, been again read— 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 11, nays 194, as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Ashmun, Cranston, Crowell, Fisher, Gid- 


dings, Henry, Horace Mann, Palfrey, Schenck, Stephens, 
aid ‘Toombs—11. 






NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 


Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Blackmar, Blan- 
chard, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Boyden, Bra- 
dy, Bridges, Brodhead, Burt, W. G, Brown, Charles Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Cabell, Canby, Catheart, Chapman, Chase, 


Clipp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, How- | 


el) Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Col- 
lins, Conger, Crisfield, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, 


Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Donne Eckert, Ed- | 


sill, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans 
: ? ’ 


Parany Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, Freedley, | 


French, Fries, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gott, 


Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan | 
-? ’ 


K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes,George 8. Houston, John W. Houston, Hubbard, 


Inge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. John- | 


son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, 


Kaufman, Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. | 


King, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, 


Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McCler- | 


hand, McDowell, Mctivaine, McKay, McLane, McQueen, 
Job Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Meade, Miller, Morehead, Mor- 


ris, Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, | 


utlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Pettit, Pey.on, 
Pheips, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Rhett, Richard- 
ron, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. 


Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, Shep- | 


perd, Silvester, Simpson, Slingerland, Smart, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Starkweath- 
er, Andrew Stewart, Chas: E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, Tall- 
madge, Taylor, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tompkins, Tur- 


ner, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Warren, Went- || 
Worth, White, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmat, and Wood- | 


ward—194, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TURNER moved a reconsideraion of the 
vote by which the amendment had been rejected. 
He merely desired, he said, to remark that the 
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Whigs had charged the Democratic party with 
having stolen these territories of New Mexico and 
California. 
the receivers of stole i foods were quite as guilty 
as the thieves; and he hoped henceforward that 
the Whigs, as they had refused to give back or 
even negotiate for the return of that which they 
had declared to be stolen property, would for the 
future time consider themselves estopped—that 
their mouths would be closed. 

He moved to lay oy the table the motion to re- 
consider. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

The question then recurred on the third reading 
of the bill. 

And the bill hav ing been read a third time, and 
the question being on its passage— 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 

’ 7 ’ 
yeas and nays on the main question; which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 157, 
nays 8, as follows: 

VY EAS—Measrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Blackmar, Blanchard, Bo 
cock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Boyden, Brady, 
Bridges, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly LL. Clarke, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Willinmson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, 
Collins, Conger, Ciisfield, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Dar 
ling, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Eekert, Ed 
wards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, 
Featherston, Ficklin, Fisher, Flournoy, Freediey, French, 
Fries, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Greeley, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan K. Hall, 
Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, Elias , 
B. Hotmes, George S. Houston, John W. Houston, Hub 
bard, Inge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Robert W. Joltinson, George W. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas Butler ling, 
Daniel P. King, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Letiler, 
Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClelland, Me 
Dowell, Melivaine, McKay, McLane, McQueen, Job Mann, 
Marsh, Marvin, Meade, Miller, Morehead, \lorris, Morse, 
Mullin. Murphy, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, Outlaw, Pal 
trey, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston, Reynolds, Rhett, Rich 
ardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Simpson, Stingerland, Smart, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robt. Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, Tall 
madge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Thomas, James Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A.’Thompson, 
William Thompson, Tharston, Tompkins, Turner, Van 
Dvke, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Warren, Wentworth, 
Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Wilmot—Ils7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Astimun, Cranston, Crowell, Giddings, 
Henry, Schenck, Stephens, and ‘Toombs—8. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. TURNER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

| And it was ordered accordingly. 


ILLINOIS RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. LINCOLN, on leave given, presented cer- 
tain joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Illinois, asking a grant of lands to aid in 
the construction of certain railroads; 

Also, in favor of a uniform rate of letter post- 
age of five cents; 

Also, in relation to the erection of a marine hos- 
pital’at Rock Island, Illinois; 

Also, in relation to improvements of- western 
rivers and lakes; 

Also, in relation to the preémption on lands 
granted for internal improvement purposes: 

Which several resolutions were laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. 


FEES OF LETTER CARRIERS. 


Mr. GOGGIN asked the unanimous consent of 
| the House to offer a resolution calling on the Post- 
master General for certain information, to which 
he hoped there would be ro objection. The reso- 
lution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
| communicate to this House the reasons for reducing the fees 
of jetter carriers in the cities of the United States, if the 
| same has been done; where such reduction was made; the 
orders issued thereupon; how long the former rates had 
been paid, and the rates now paid. 


Mr. KAUFMAN inguired of the Speaker, 
|| whether, by the rule, the resolution must not lie 
| over one day? 
| The SPEAKER said the resolution could not 
|| be received, if objected to. 


— 
here was a rule of common law that 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House ad- | 


| journed. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 


ty Mr. GREELEY: The petition of John E. Mille and 
other citizens of Blair county, Pennsylvania, for the free- 
dom of the public lands. Also, the petition of Jolly Long- 
sleve and 8&8 other citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
for alleonstitutional action by Congress looking to the ulti- 
mate abolition of slavery. Also, the petition of Lorenzo 
Wylie and other citizens of Covington, Wyomime connty, 
New York, for tree grants of public lands to actual setiers, 
Uso, the remonstrance of Richard Harback and other citi. ~ 
zeus of New York city, against the employment of steai- 
power and machinery in the bonded warehouses of the Uni 
ted States. Also, the petition of Seth Cole and other citizens 
ot Alton, Wayne county, New York, for the sale of public 
lands th limited quantities only to actual settlers for the bare 
cost of survey and location. 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Orrel W. Owen, and 
forty-one Ollers, praying Congress to prevent the extension 
of slavery, to withdraw the protection of Government trom 
the American slave trade, and to suppress slavery wherever 
Congress has competent jurisdiction 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Joseph 
Crisman, David Fluck, and thirty-one others, citizens of 
Bedford and Huntingdon counties, Pennsylvania, praving 
for the establisment ofa post route from Hopewell post office, 

tedford county, vin Broadtop, Trough Creek Valley, and 
Cassville, to Mill Creek post office, in Huntingdon county, 
a distance of thirty-three miles, 

By Mr. MURPHY: The memorial of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Brookiyn Institute, praying that a sufficient 
number of the scienutic reports of the late United States 
Exploring Expedition be published to supply one copy to cach 
of our publte collegiate, scientific, and literary associations 
and libraries, and to meet the wants of men of science. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition of Elizabeth 
Henrietta Fenno. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Thornton, Cook county, Hlinois, for a donation of land for 
a railroad to connect the Mississippi river with the lakes. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of P. P. Atwell and 
160 others, citizens of Washington county, New York, pray- 
ing for a reduction of postage, and for the entire abolition of 
the franking privilege, &e. 

By Mr. BARRINGER: The petition of the chiefs and war- 
riors of the Seneca tribe of Indians residing in western New 

York, praying an eximination and allowance of their claim 
against the General Government, contained and discussed in 
the report of the Secretary of War to the Senate, dated Jan- 
vary 18, 1848, 30th Congress, Ist session, Senate document 
No. 3l. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Lowa: The joint refbtution of 
the General Assembly of the State of lowa, for a mail route 
from Keokuk, in Lee county, via Sampson’s and Croton, to 
Farmington, in Van Buren county. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Richland county, Ohio, praying Congress to pass a law pre- 
venting the transportation of the mail and the delivery of 
letters, &c., on the first day of the week, 5 

By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of several 
hundred masters and owners of steamboats and vessels nay 
igating the great lakes, and others, praying for the passage 
ota law regulating the carrying of freights in the steamboats 
and vessels engaged in such navigation. Also, two petitions 
of inasters and owners of steamboats and vessels, and others, 
praying for an appropriation for the erection of a marine 
hospital at Buffalo, New York. 

By Mr. BOCOCK: The petition of citizens of Flavanna 
county, Virginia, in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of citizens of 
Chambersburg, Pike county, linois, praying Congress to 
pass a law to afford a military eseort for armament from 
Port Leavenworth, Mo., near to some pointin California, and 
from California to Fort Leavenworth. Also, a petition of the 
citizens of Schuyler county, upon the same subject. Also, 
the petition of sundry citizens of Fulton county, MMinois, 
praying fora donation of land by Congress to aid in the can- 
struction of a railroad from the Mississippi river to Chicago. 
Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Schuyler county, 
Illinois, praying the establishment of a post route from 
Fredericksville, in Schuyler county, to Astoria, in Fulton 
county. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 20, 1849. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Chas. 
G. Page, representing that he has discovered a 
mode of applying electro-magnetic power to the 
purposes of navigation and locomotion, as a sub- 
stitute for steam, and asking that an examination 
may be made into the merits of his discovery by a 
special committee of the Senate. 

Mr..B. said the memorial was brief and import- 
ant, and therefore he would ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read it accordingly, as follows: 
To the honorable the Senate in Congress assen:bled : 

This memorial humbly represents that your petitioner has 
discovered a mode of applying electro-nmgnetic power for 
the purposes of navigation and locomotion, and as a general 
substitute for the dangerous agency of steam. Your peti- 
tioner has been engaged in the investigation of this subject 

' for more than twelve years, ata great expense and sacrifice, 
and is now able to demonstrate the availability of the elec- 
| tro-magnetic power as a mechanical agent, upon a seale of 
magnitude commensurate with his limited means. Inview 
of the immense saving of human life and property to be de- 
rived from the application of this power to the exclusion of 
steam, your petitioner is deeply impressed with the import- 
ance of its immediate introduction, and respectfully invitee 
the attention of your honorable body to this bis invention, 
fraught with so much interest to the Government and the 
|, people at large. A few years since, upon thé instance af 4 













































































‘ 


560 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


limited experimental trial of telegraphing by electro-magnet the honorable Senator from Missouri, and only 


ade by , ‘ongrean to tes . rits of that in- | :. s 
made by authority of Congress to test the me lous achieve. || Ung to the Senate that there might be other elaim- 
vention upon an extensive scale. The stupendous achier . psc. . 
ments of the telegraph at the present day are but the first || ants to the originality of this invention. 
fruits of that provision. 

Your petitioner respectfully asks of your honorable body 


the appointment of a special committee to examine his in nn a . i ti : ° 
jl and inquire into the expediency of legislation upon by a friend, that én his last lecture on this subject 


this subject, Your petitioner will, at his own expense, || —at which | was unable to be present—he advert- | 
exhibit to said committee, and such scientific advisers as || ed to the experiments made upon the subject by | 


they may elect, the operation and capabilities of bis eleetro- 


magnetic engines, abiding in their wisdom and judgment as the gentleman alluded to by the Senator from Ver- 


to the propriety of further action for the development of mont, and gave him full credit for all the informa- 


this important invention ’ |; tion he had elucidated with regard to it. 

Respectlully submitted. CHARLES G. PAGE, ‘The resolution was then considered, by unani- 

Mr. BENTON. T'o save time, sir, because the mous consent, and adopted. 
experiments are in course of exhibition in this city | Mr. BENTON moved that the committee be 
by Dr. Page, the appointment of a select commit- appointed by the Chair. a 
tee for the purpose of examining them is de sirable, he V I¢ > ke PRESIDEN r named the committee, 
that we may have their opinion; I will therefore | as follows: Messrs. Benton, PHELPS, WestcortT, 
now ask for the appointment of such committee. | BERRIEN, Dix, UNDERWOOD, and Kina. 
And I would state, at the same time, that for three MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
years, or nearly three vears, | have myself had Mr. HALE presented a petition from a number 
rome knowledge of Dr. Page’s experiments in the |) of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that slavery 
application of this great power to the useful pur- |) may not be extended to the new territories acquired 
poses of manufacturing, and am seriously inclined by the United States, and for the abolition of sla- 
to consider them of importance. I have seen others, very in the District of Columbia. 
too, who have science, which I have not, who are Also, a petition from Nathan Evans and two 
much impressed with them; and this morning | |) hundred and forty-one citizens of Pennsylvania, 
read a paragraph, taken from a London paper, praying that measures may be taken to effect a 
from-which it appears that sundry experiments | change in the Constitution in relation to slavery. 
are now going on to show that the inventor is able | Also, a petition from the Pennsylvania Society 
to apply a five-horse power to purposes of navi- |) for promoting the’ Abolition of Slavery and the 
gation or other useful purposes. I therefore ask, || Slave Trade in the District of Columbia, praying 
that as our time is running short, and as these |) that siavery may be excluded from the territories 
experiments are now in the course of exhibition || of the United States. ° 
here, we dispense with further forms, and that we 


appoint a select committee of seven persons for || asking the abolition of slavery throughout the 

their examination. I send my resolution to the |) United States. 

Chair. Also, the proceedings of the Kennett Monthly 
The resolution was then read, as follows: Meeting of the Society of Friends of Chester coun- 
Resolved, That a select committee of seven be appointed || ty, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery may be 

to examine the invention of Professor Page, of Washington, || abolished wherever Congress has power to do 80; 


in relation to a mode of applying electro-magnetic power to . » 3 
the purpdses of navigation and Jocomotion. but, at all events, to prevent its extension 


Mr. PHELPS. Mr. President, I do not know 
what object that resolution contemplates, nor do I | 
know what action of the Senate is contemplated or 
desired. I should be very glad to be informed as | 
to the object of this resolution; and the reason of | 
my making the suggestion is, that, unless [ am 
greatly mistaken, this memorialist is not entitled | 
to the creda of havine originated this invention. 
Some ‘years since a very humble individual of the 
State which I have the honor to represent made 
this discovery, and various experiments were tried 
in the application of this power to the movements 
of machinery. If any action of the Senate is con- 
templated, it might be important to know what 
pretensions others have to the onginality of this 
discovery. I have some doubts, and should be very | 
glad to be informed on the subject. I desire an 
explanation. 

Mr. BENTON. I expect that it is the same 
with this invention as with all others—new claim- 
ants to its discovery will arise and affirm that they 
are its original authors. I believe, sir, that the | 
application of steam to the propulsion of boats | 
and vessels has been thought practicable ever since | 
water was boiled; but it was not until after an im- 
mense number of experiments had been made for | 
the purpose of thus applying it, that the project | 
succeeded. Attempts have been made to apply 
this magnetic power in the same way by various | 
individuals in the United States, and perhaps they | 
have been made successful to the propulsion of a | 
few ounces of matter; but I apprehend that Pro- 
fessor Page is far in advance in his experiments of | 
any others of a similar character that have been 
attempted. Gentlemen who. may have an oppor- 
tunity of attending on the lectures he is now en- 
gaged in delivering, cannot but see that he is far | 


Oolumbia, and all other places where Congress 
has exclusive jurisdiction, and that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose con- 
stitution tolerates slavery. 


tions was ratsed, and then laid on the table. 


zens of Pennsylvania, praying that a quarter sec- 


actual settler, free of charge; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


tion. was raised, and laid on the table. 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Committee on Finance. 


construction of a railroad and magnetic telegraph 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ver Tucker, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be 


in advance of anything that has yet been done | 
upon the subject. All I ask is, that gentlemen 
will go and see for themselves. I hope that such 
will be the course of the Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. PHELPS. My. purpose, when I before 
addressed the Senate, was not to throw any obsta- 
cle in the way of this resolution, but simply to 
suggest that we had better not have any action 
meee the subject until we had found out who was | 
the original discoverer of this power. The idea || &. . coisa «. 
of applying this agent to the aandiens of machin- | ot) Sa ee ee eee 
ery is not original. How far Dr. Page may have MEXICAN TREATY. 
transcended others in his experimental am unable || A bill from the House to provide for carryin 
tosay. I have no objection to the resolution of || into execution a part of the twelfth article of the 


mittee on Pensions. 
Mr. BREESE presented two petitions from citi- 


State to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
the upper and lower Mississippi to Chicago; which 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from citizens 


postage, the abolition of the franking privilege, 


pk 7 ; ae 
) ad « || treaty with Mexico, concluded at Guad 
ism, made within the walls of the Capitol, provision Was || made the remarks I did with the view of intima- || 


|| Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, I 


e Ol |, bill will be now acted upon with the ger 
Mr. BENTON. [ will barely state, for the | a 


honor of Dr. Page, from a statement made to me | 


Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, | 


Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, | 
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 


‘The question of reception of these several peti- | 
Also, the petition of E. J. Lewis, and tifteen citi- | 
tion of the public lands may be given to every | 
Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the reduction of postage and the aboli- || 
tion of the {ranking privilege; was referred to the | 


Also, several other petitions, praying for the 
abolition ofslavery; on which the question of recep- 


Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial from a 
number of merchants of the city of Philadelphia, || 
praying for an appropriation for the construction 
of an ice harbor at the city of Delaware; which 

Mr. C. also presented several petitions from the 
counties of Lehigh, Luzerne, Lancaster, and Phil- 
adelphia city and county, asking for a modification | 
of the revenue laws; which were referred to the 


Mr. KING presented a memorial from Dennis 
Keenan, Jr., praying for a grant of land for the 


from Point Isabel to the Pacific Ocean; which was 
Mr. BALDWIN peesented a petition from Oli- 


|| allowed a eon which was referred to the Com- 


zens of Iilinois, asking a grant of land to that 


of Detroit, praying for a reduction of the rates of 


Feb. 20. 





alupe Hi. 
dalgo, was read a first and second time. pe Hi 


hope that 


} eral con. 
sent of the Senate. It merely provides for ‘a 


| ing into effect the provisions of the treat wiih 
Mexico. It provides for the payment of ihe in 
stalments due to Mexico for two years ‘a 
having been no such provision made in the appro 
priation bill of the last session. It is impenaa 
that this bill should be now passed. I js not 
bill of details, and I hope the Senate will act ci 
it at once. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed, 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS, 

A bill to require the heads of bureaus and other 
officers at the seat of Government, in examining 
and deciding upon claims arising out of the late 

|| war with Mexico, to give preference and priority 
in such examination to those belonging to and pre- 
ferred by widows and orphans, or their agents 
was ead a first and second time. ae 

Mr. RUSK moved that the bill be now consid- 
ered; and the motion being agreed to— 

The bill was considered; and on the question of 
its third reading, objections being made, it lies 
over. 


’ there 


GOLD COINS. 


A bill from the House to authorize the coining 
of twenty-dollar and one-dollar gold pieces at the 
Mint of the United States and its branches, was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Andrew Y. P. Gar- 
nett; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported the joint resolution 
from the House in relation to evidence in applica- 
tions for pensions by widows of deceased soldiers, 
under the act of February 2, 1848, with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved that the Senate now con- 
sider this bill; but objection was made. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, a bill to ex- 
tend the provisions of an act, approved 3d March, 
1847, for carrying into effect the existing compacts 
with the States of Alabama and Mississippi with 
regard to the five per cent. fund and school reser- 
vations. 
|| Mr. KING moved that this bill be now consid- 
ered; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, without amendment— 

House bill for the relief of Lot Davis; and 

House bill for the relief of William Gore. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the bil! making appropriations for 
certain fortifications of the United States, for the 
‘| year ending June 30, 1850, without amendment. 

_” Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 

| the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 

| vice of the United States for the year ending June 
30, 1850, with amendments. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
|| Affairs, reported a joint resolution from the House 
|| for the relief of pursers in the navy, as to expendi- 
'| tures made in pursuance of orders during the war 
l] 


with Mexico, without amendment. 
| Mr. Y, also, from the same committee, reported 
|| the bill from the House for the relief of William 
|| Butler, without amendment, with a recommende- 
|| tion that it do not pass. 
|| Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, reported 
|| House bill for the relief of Samuel Graves, without 
| amendment. d 
| On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs were discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill for the relief of the legal 
_ owners of the ship James Mitchell; and it was 
| referred to the Committee on Claims. ; 
| On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs were discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of J. B. More & Co. 
and from the petition of George G. West, and 
from the petition of Charles 8S. Ritchie. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 








Claims, reported the bill for the relief of James 
| Morehead, without amendment. 
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